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The way I see it
The majority of this somewhat late Healthy Fruit is devoted to my apple maturity 

report. I will, however, comment on spotted wing drosophila (SWD). Thanks to Sonia 
Schloemann, who has been monitoring a rather extensive “Red Solo Cup” SWD 
trapping network in western MA -- she reports strikingly high numbers of SWD in these 
vinegar/wine-baited traps. We don’t know much about fruit infestation rate, but it’s 
probably high, depending on the crop -- including late blueberry, blackberry, raspberry, 
and yes, peach. Peach growers should note that Peter Jentsch in the Hudson Valley 
Lab has reared adult SWD out of infested peach fruit. (See Guest Article below.) For 
additional information on SWD, see the Fruit Advisor (umassfruit.com). 

OK, apple maturity. My report on apples tested over the past week follows. Yes, we 
are early, but I think how early?. Well it depends, and is going to be somewhat 
unpredictable. My no-Retain Macs are not dropping (yet) and they are not ready to 
harvest (yet). They changed little from a week ago. Now, they will be a bit early, but I 
think in reality a hot summer keeps Macs “green” and we will need more seasonal 
weather to bring them along. (Which we are now getting.) Honeycrisp is a bit of a 
different story -- I think hot weather brings Honeycrisp along, and as long as you have 
enough color, for many orchards, I would be contemplating a first pick real soon. (Like 
now.) I know Honeycrisp is very variable -- one of the things that make it a real 
challenge. But, anecdotal communication suggests they are getting $700 a bin for 
Honeycrisp in the Hudson Valley right now. That’s 3 apples for a buck wholesale, at 
least 60 to 70 cents per apple retail. (And I know some of you getting more than that 
retail.) When you consider every Honeycrisp on the ground is worth almost a buck, I 
would be making sure my Honeycrisp don’t go on the ground. Of course they should 
have a touch of that good varietal flavor and a good red blush too before you pick them.

I want to leave you with a quote from Glen Koehler’s Orchard Radar site for 
Belchertown, and a statement I have been printing in Healthy Fruit for at least a month 
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now:
The Michigan formula estimates that non-spur McIntosh will 

reach starch index 4.0 and start the optimum harvest window 
for long term storage on

Thursday, August 23.   
My Lindamacs are a solid 3.8 today, so I would say Glen’s prediction (based on the 

Michigan model) is pretty close. Not bad, but I would not rush into it unless the weather 
changes dramatically. J. Clements

Apple maturity report
The maturity report should be somewhat self-explanatory. Note that directions for 

doing the starch-index (if you want to do it yourself) are housed here:
http://www.umass.edu/fruitadvisor/clements/articles/sitest.htm

Date Variety Location Diam-
eter

(inches)

Red 
color 
(%)

Firmness
(lbs.)

Brix Starch 
index

Comments

8/22 Lindamac Belchertown 3.2 70 16 9.5 3.8 not ready to pick yet, but 
watch when drop 
commences; no ReTain

8/22 Honeycrisp Belchertown 3.25 55 17 12 6.5 ready for 1st pick on color

8/22 Buckeye 
Gala

Belchertown 2.85 85 21 10 2 re-visit in a week

8/21 Rubymac Northboro 3.2 70 16 10 3 no ReTain; 2nd-leaf trees

8/21 Lindamac Northboro 3.1 60 17.5 11 3.5 with ReTain

8/21 Honeycrisp Northboro 3.5 35 17 12 3.2 uneven maturity, starch 
index range 1-8

8/21 Gale Gala Northboro 2.85 75 20.3 10 2.5 with ReTain; not ready

8/15 Rubymac Stow 2.95 60 17.7 9.9 2.5 with ReTain

8/15 Akane Belchertown 3.0 75 16.2 13 6.5 ready to pick

8/15 Paulared Belchertown 3.5 65 13.4 12 5 watercore in large fruit

8/15 Rubymac Belchertown 3.0 80 18.1 11 3.5 no ReTain

8/15 Sansa Belchertown 3.0 50 15 13 4.4 left after a full pick already;  
watercore in larger fruit

8/15 Gingergold Belchertown 3.4 0 18.1 12 2 does not starch index well; 
being picked; some moldy 
core
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Date Variety Location Diam-
eter

(inches)

Red 
color 
(%)

Firmness
(lbs.)

Brix Starch 
index

Comments

8/15 Zestar! Belchertown 3.3 50 13 13 4.5 ready to harvest on color

GUEST ARTICLE: Hudson Valley Pest Management 
Update
Peter Jentsch (pjj5@cornell.edu), Cornell’s Hudson Valley Lab, Highland, NY. Reprinted 
from Scaffolds Fruit Journal, Vol. 21, No.24, August 20, 2012, http://
www.scaffolds.entomology.cornell.edu

Spotted Wing Drosophila (SWD)
We are seeing the spotted wing drosophila in 10 NYS counties across the state. (See map: http://
hudsonvf.cce.cornell.edu/NY%20SWD%20Monitoring.html) In the Hudson Valley we observed a 
dramatic rise in the numbers of SWD over the past week. At the HVL research orchard we have seen 
peach trap captures rise to a weekly count of 129 on 13 August and 77 on 20 August with SWD 
depositing eggs in mid- to late season near ripe peach. Over the past two weeks we reared SWD 
adults from peaches in Warwick, NY. Although the first SWD trap detections occurred in small fruit 
on 23 July with fewer then 2 flies per trap, we have since observed a range of damage from 5% to 
100% fruit injury, with significant injury beginning to show in peaches. With escalating populations 
it is likely we will see increased egg-laying in late peach as fruit near maturity.
Effective insecticides for use against the SWD in peach include: Spinetoram [Delegate WG) (EPA # 
62719-541) with 2(ee) Spinosad [Entrust, Entrust SC] (EPA # 62719-282, 62719-621) with 2(ee) 
Fenpropathrin [Danitol 2.4EC] (EPA # 59639-35) with 2(ee); 10 2/3 to 21 1/3 fl oz/A. 

Stink Bug Complex 
The activity of both the invasive brown marmorated stink bug (BMSB) and native green stink bug 
(Acrosternum hilare) in agricultural commodities continues to increase throughout the mid-Hudson 
Valley. Scouting for the presence of migrating BMSB adults should be conducted along the edges of 
peach, apple, grape, berry and vegetable plantings. The upper canopy of tree fruit will have the 
highest populations of BMSB, and subsequent feeding injury, whereas lower limbs are likely to 
harbor native stink bug, with greatest injury to fruit in the mid and lower canopy. Presently there are 
no established thresholds for BMSB and conservative measures should be taken when the adults or 
nymphs are observed. 
Stink bugs have been seen feeding on peaches, grape and sunflower over the past few days. 
Economic injury has been documented in peach, wine grape, raspberry and pepper. Increasing 
numbers of 2nd generation nymphs have been emerging over the past two weeks, adding to existing 
populations. A segment of the BMSB adult populations are also beginning to move to urban 
overwintering sites with reports of attraction to house lights at night and adults on the exteriors of 
homes. Increasing numbers of 2nd generation nymphs have been observed moving to Tedders traps 
baited with methyl (E,E,Z)-2,4,6-decatrienoate along the borders of orchards. 
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Useful links
• UMass Fruit Advisor: http://umassfruit.com
• Scaffolds Fruit Journal: http://www.nysaes.cornell.edu/ent/scafolds/
• Network for Environment and Weather Applications (NEWA): http://

newa.cornell.edu
• Follow me on Twitter (http://twitter.com/jmcextman) and Facebook (http://

www.facebook.com/jmcextman)
• UMass Vegetable & Fruit IPM Network (on Facebook, https://www.facebook.com/

umassipmteam)

The next Healthy Fruit will be published Tuesday, September 4, or thereabout, 2012. As always feel free 
to get in touch with any member of the UMass Fruit Team (http://extension.umass.edu/fruitadvisor/about/

members) if you have questions or comments.
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