
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Since 2008 Downy Mildew of Basil has occurred throughout the east coast in 
epidemic proportions both in the field and in greenhouses. Considerable eco-
nomic losses have occurred in Massachusetts and we anticipate basil downy 
mildew will be a major disease of basil in the US in the foreseeable future. 
Dr. Rob Wick is investigating methods to control this disease with biological 
control agents. He is interested in collecting live, infected plants from green-
house grown basil. If you think your  basil plants are infected, please call or 
email Rob Wick, Department of Plant Soil and Insect Sciences; 413.545.1045, 
rwick@pltpath.umass.edu.

Don’t miss the Thursday March 1 Potato & Tomato meeting in Hadley, MA.  Comprehensive IPM and soil health program 
for any farmers who grow these crops.  Offering 4 pesticide recertification credits.  See details in upcoming meetings or at 
www.umassvegetable.org/node/631

New YouTube videos are available on greenhouse soil sampling and testing and Spanish versions of Using Biological 
Control in Greenhouses. See the UMass Floriculture YouTube Channel from our website: http://extension.umass.edu/flori-
culture/

Greenhouse Pest Message via Email - Greenhouse Growers interested in receiving pest messages via email (New England 
Greenhouse Update) throughout the growing season should contact Tina Smith, UMass Extension Greenhouse Crops and 
Floriculture Program: tsmith@umext.umass.edu. See past messages at: http://www.negreenhouseupdate.info/

WEED MANAGEMENT UPDATE 2012
There are several changes that appear in the 2012-2013 New England Vegetable Management Guide which are also online 
at www.nevegetable.org. 

All uses for Alanap (naptalam) in cucurbits have been removed.  This product is no longer available.  Also, Pyramin (pyr-
azon) for use in beets is no longer being manufactured.  It still appears in the Guide for now since growers may still have 
some product on hand.

In asparagus, Chateau (flumioxazin), Callisto (mesotrione), and Sandea (halosulfuron) are all recent additions for broad-
leaf weed management in asparagus.  Chateau can be applied in the spring before spear emergence, Callisto can be used 
either before spear emergence or after the last harvest, and Sandea is for after harvest only.  We did see some injury in 
fields that were treated with Chateau in 2011.  It was not clear if Chateau caused the injury but spears were twisted and 
had a sand blasted appearance on one side.  This injury, in all cases, lasted for a few days during the harvest season and 
disappeared.  It is important to apply Chateau at least 14 days prior to spear emergence and to not disturb the soil in the 
spring.  Also, do not apply Chateau every year.  In addition to these three residual broadleaf herbicides, Karmex (diuron), 
Sencor (metribuzin), and Sinbar (terbacil) are all still registered for broadleaf weed control.  Please check the Guide and 
the product labels for all specifics.

For several crops, Prowl H2O (pendimethalin) is registered.  Crops include asparagus, beans, corn, onions, peas, potato, 
and pepper.  For each crop, the use pattern and rate is slightly different.  Prowl is primarily a preemergence grass herbi-
cide but also controls several broadleaf weeds including velvetleaf.  Application can usually be either preplant incorpo-
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rated or preemergence.  For preemergence applications, activation by irrigation or rainfall is necessary.

 In sweet corn, the Impact (topramezone) label rate is now 0.75 to 1.0 fluid ounce per acre.  The prior rate was 0.75 ounce 
only.  Use the higher rate to suppress or control panicum species or in rescue applications where the target weeds have 
grown beyond the size indicated on the label.

Also in sweet corn, there is now a Roundup Ready option stacked with Bt tolerance as well.  The product is called Semi-
nis Performance Series Sweet Corn. It is available in both Obsession and Temptation varieties.  No refuge of non Bt corn 
is required because of the short growing season compared to field corn. However, the stewardship agreement requires 
growers to disc in the stalks after harvest.  Check with your seed dealer for more specifics and the stewardship agreement.  
Even with Roundup Ready as an option, I still recommend that a residual weed management option is used for resistance 
management purposes.  This can include either atrazine or Callisto for preemergence broadleaf control and Dual, Lasso, 
Prowl, Sutan+, or Frontier for preemergemce grass control.

We are looking to expand the Dual (metolachlor) 24c Indemnification Labels for 2012 in Massachusetts ONLY.  Currently, 
this special local needs label covers transplanted cabbage and bell pepper.  To use the existing label, go to www.farmassist.
com.  Under Products select “Indemnification Labels” then “Dual 24c Indemnification Labels”.  Type in Massachusetts 
and Dual Magnum.  READ the Waiver and then select “I Agree” if you agree.  Finally, print out the label.  Once we know 
about a 2012 label expansion approval, we will let everyone know. 

Weed Control in Table Beets
There have been several questions about weed management in table beets following the loss of the Pyramin label.  The 
loss of this label has certainly made weed management more difficult.  Currently, we have one preplant incorporated and 
two postemergence weed control options.  

Preplant Incorporated:
cycloate (Ro-Neet 6E): 4 to 5 pt/A (REI 12h, Group 8). Beets only. Incorporate before planting.  Will control grasses plus 
lambsquarters, pigweed, nightshade, velvetleaf, purslane, nutsedge

Postemergence:
clopyralid (Stinger 3S): 2 to 8 oz/A (30 dh, REI 12h, Group 4). Apply in a single application to control certain peren-
nial and annual broadleaf weeds when the crop has between 2 and 8 leaves. Stinger controls weeds in the composite and 
legume families. Common annuals include galinsoga, ragweed, pineappleweed, clover, and vetch.  NO control of common 
lambsquarters so use Ro-Neet is this is a problem.

clethodim (Select 2EC):  6 to 8 oz/A (20 dh, REI 24h, Group 1).  Apply to actively growing grasses.  Controls emerged 
grasses only.  See label for grass height and herbicide rate.  Always use a crop oil concentrate at a rate of 1 gal/100 gal 
spray mix.  See both container label and any supplemental label available from dealer.

Finally, don’t forget the Worker Protection Standards.  This applies to all growers and to both conventional and or-
ganic pesticides, regardless of whether a pesticide license is required.

Read and follow all label directions!
Follow the Worker Protection Standards:

– REI and PHI
– Record keeping
– Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)

Keep yourself, your family, and your employees safe.

--A. Richard Bonanno, Ph.D., UMass Extension
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GRAFTING GREENHOUSE TOMATOES 
Editors Note:  There’s an excellent video that goes along with this article at: www.umassvegetable.org/grafting-green-
house-tomatoes

Grafting of vegetable seedlings is a common practice – in Asian countries. Here in North America, the practice is just get-
ting a foothold, mainly for greenhouse production.

Why graft?  The idea behind grafting is to take a variety with desirable above-ground horticultural characteristics (like 
fruit size, flavor, etc.) and connect it to the roots of a variety with desirable under-ground characteristics (like resistance 
to soil-borne diseases and vigorous root growth).  Grafting vegetables follows the same principle as grafting fruit trees, 
which has been done for a long time. In both cases the crop-producing shoot is called the scion, which is removed from its 
original roots and placed onto a new plant, called the rootstock.

Among greenhouse tomato growers, grafting is quickly being adopted as a way to manage root diseases and increase fruit 
production. Organic growers in particular can gain from grafting because growing tomatoes in soil and compost rather 
than in sterile media often leads to problems with weak roots, as a result of soil-borne pathogens.

Varieties for grafting.  Growers have a wide range of preferences for varieties of greenhouse tomatoes, depending on 
their markets and production systems. Popular greenhouse varieties include Trust, Cobra, Buffalo, as well as cherry, clus-
ter and even heirloom-types. All of these have been used as scions. There are far fewer tomato varieties that make sense 
to use for rootstock. The two most common are ‘Maxifort’ and ‘Beaufort’. Both of these have tolerance to some common 
soil-borne diseases. ‘Maxifort’ also results in very vigorous growth while ‘Beaufort’ leads to a more moderate increase in 
plant vigor. These increases in vigor can be seen in both above-ground and below-ground growth.

Types of grafts.  Two common grating techniques are top grafting and side grafting. With top grafting the scion is com-
pletely cut off from its roots and placed on top of the rootstock stem. Side grafting involves making a partial cut into the 
stem of the scion plant and then inserting the cut-off stem of the rootstock into that cut. The seedling is then allowed to 
retain both set of roots until the graft with the new rootstock heals.

Top grafting relies on a tiny plastic tube or sleeve to hold the scion and rootstock together until the graft heals. Top graft-
ing is quicker and bit less complicated to do than side grafting because it requires only a single complete cut through both 
the root and shoot portions of the graft. This technique can be used on very small seedlings.

Side grafting takes a little longer but is preferred by some tomato growers because it is a bit more forgiving. If greenhouse 
conditions for graft healing are less than ideal, the grafted seedling still has its original set of roots to help during the 
transition. Side grafting can also be done with seedlings that have become larger than is ideal for top grafting. And, side 

3



grafting seems to accommodate a bit less uniformity 
between scion and rootstock stem diameters than 
is the case with top grafting, where the two stems 
must be almost exactly the same size. A small clip, 
much like an office binder clip, is used to hold side-
grafted plants together until they heal.

Starting the plants.  Rootstock varieties tend to 
have long thin stems so they are often sown a few 
days earlier than seed for the scions. Some growers 
will make sequential seedlings of the rootstock over 
several days to assure that they have the right selec-
tion of plants size to choose from when grafting. 
There is a narrow range of plant size for grafting. 
The ideal is when the stems are about 2mm in diam-
eter for top grafting, and 2 to 3mm for side grafting. 
(Depending on conditions, plants this size usually 
have 4 or 5 true leaves showing.) It’s physically 
difficult to graft plants that are thinner than this, and 
the success rate declines rapidly as the stem diam-
eter increases beyond 3mm.

Top grafting.  Start by selecting healthy scion and 
rootstock plants that have the same stem diameter. 
Then remove the first set of true leaves on the scion 

to reduce transpiration during the healing process, leaving only the uppermost couple of leaves. Leave the cotyledons in 
place. Next, cut off the scion from its roots just below the cotyledons, at about a 60 degree angle.

Now take the rootstock, and cut off the top just below the cotyledons, at exactly the same angle as the scion was cut. (If 
the plants are too small the cut can be made above the cotyledon but be sure to prevent these suckers from growing later.) 
Slip the grafting sleeve onto the rootstock stem and gently push in the scion stem so that the cut surfaces make full contact. 
Wiggle gently if needed. Place transplant into a large cell tray (72s) or small individual pot and water promptly.

Side grafting. With this method, larger seedlings are used, typically two to three weeks old, since the stem diameter must 
be large enough to perform the graft. First, select a pair of healthy plants with similar stem diameter. Then remove the 
cotyledons and the first true leaves on the scion.  Make an upward cut that goes two-thirds of the way through the scion 
stem at a 60 degree angle, about an inch below where the cotyledons were.

Then take the rootstock, and cut off the top just below the cotyledons. About an inch below that make a downward cut in 
the remaining stem that matches the cut in the scion: two-thirds of the way through, at a 60 degree angle.

After the matching cuts are made insert the rootstock stem up into the scion stem, and clip the plants together using the 
small side grafting clip. Hold the two root balls together and transplant into a small pot, watering promptly.

The side-grafted roots of the scion are left intact for 4 to 5 days while the graft union heals. Then it’s time to sever the 
stem connecting to the original scion roots, so that the plant will rely only on the desired rootstock. An initial cut should 
be made part way through the stem to ‘wean’ the plant and reduce the shock of removing the original roots all at once. At 
this time it helps to stabilize the plants by attaching them to small stakes. After 2 more days, the stem to the scion root is 
cut all the way through. Leaving both root systems in place, rather than removing the scion roots, is not recommended as 
that may enhance the population of root pathogens which can thrive on the more susceptible roots.

Post-operative care.  After grafting keep the plants where it’s warm (80-85 degrees F) and at least 95% relative humidity 
while the grafts heal. They should be held in a heavily shaded area, like under a bench, and misted enough to maintain the 
humidity, but not more. (The leaves don’t need to be wet all the time, this will reduce success.)

It takes about 4 to 5 days for top grafts to heal, and 6 to 7 days for side grafts. Placing plastic domes over trays of top-
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grafted plants appears to enhance success. For a couple of days before setting the grafted plants out, gradually increase 
their exposure to direct light by pulling them out from under benches or removing any covering for a few hours early or 
late in the day. If using plastic domes, prop them open during this time.

When you eventually move the plants completely out of cover mist them if needed to prevent wilting. Finally, when set-
ting plants in the production house be sure that the graft union is above the soil line. If the scion roots into the soil, the 
plant will be susceptible to soil-borne diseases.

Managing plant vigor.  Because grafted plants are more vigorous, they will produce a lot of vegetative growth at the 
expense of reproductive growth, in other words, too much foliage and not enough fruit. So, you have to take steps to re-
duce plant vigor. This may take some getting used to, especially if you’ve previously been trying to promote vigor in your 
un-grafted plants.

Leaf removal is one way to reduce plant vigor. Removing leaves may feel counter-intuitive, but apparently only 10 to 12 
fully expanded leaves are needed to do the job of capturing sunlight to feed a grafted greenhouse tomato plant, at least in 
the Northeast. Allowing more leaves than that sure looks nice and lush, but it seems to suppress fruiting.

Another way to suppress the vigor of grafted plants is to let them develop two leaders, or main stems, rather than the 
single stem that’s customary in greenhouse production. This also reduces the number of grafted plants that you’ll need by 
half. The double-leader system adds a ‘load’ to the roots, and that suppresses vigor sufficiently so that only ‘normal’ leaf 
removal is needed. By that I mean taking off all the leaves below the lowest cluster with maturing fruit.

There are a couple of ways to get a double leader. One is to cut off the top of the plant soon after the graft heals so that 
two equal-sized leaders will be produced from the buds at the base of the cotyledons. This technique works well with top 
grafted plants. Of course, it will set back the plant, delaying first fruit harvest date by about a week. Alternatively, you can 
allow the main stem to grow normally, but then let the sucker below the first fruit cluster develop to become the second 
leader. Since this leader develops later, it will be 
shorter than the main stem, which can lead to shad-
ing. To prevent that from happening, when trellising 
the crop the main stem can be angled to the side to 
allow the sucker to grow straight up and eventually 
catch up, resulting in double leaders of equal size 
and competitiveness.

With ‘Maxifort’ rootstock a double leader is recom-
mended. ‘Beaufort’ is a good rootstock for a single 
leader plant because it is not as vigorous. When us-
ing the double leader system don’t forget to adjust 
plant spacing accordingly, so that each grafted plant 
has the growing area of two ungrafted or single 
leader plants.

Tips for success.  Expose seedlings to full sun and 
some water stress before grafting to keep the plants 
short and increase tolerance to water stress. Avoid 
excess fertility in your potting mix so that plants 
are not too lush. Shortly before grafting, make sure 
plants have been watered and are not wilted. Make 
grafts early or late in the day to avoid water stress. 
If you can, do your grafting on cloudy days. Graft 
in a location that’s protected from direct sunlight 
and away from greenhouse heater discharge. Don’t 
cut more plants than you can graft together in a few 
minutes, so the cut surfaces do not dry out. Always 
match scions and rootstocks of equal stem diameter, 
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cut them at exactly the same angle, and make sure the cut surfaces make good contact when the plants are clipped together 
so that they have the best chance of successfully connecting to each other.

-- Vern Grubinger, Vegetable and Berry Specialist, University of Vermont Extension.  Images courtesy of Cary Rivard, 
NCSU (Own work) [CC-BY-SA-3.0 (www.creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0) or GFDL (www.gnu.org/copyleft/fdl.

html)], via Wikimedia Commons.  Thanks to Skip Paul, Wishingstone Farm, for advice and editing.

GRANTS AVAILABLE FOR FARMERS FROM MASSACHUSETTS DEPARTMENT OF AGRICUL-
TURAL RESOURCES
The Massachusetts Department of Agricultural Resources (MDAR) has a number of business planning and environmen-
tal programs with grants available to help agricultural operations make farm improvements that enhance their economic 
viability and help prevent environmental resource impacts.  Request for Responses with Application are dependent upon 
funding each year, typically available in April through June.  Below are descriptions of the programs, with more informa-
tion at the following website: www.mass.gov/agr/programs. Do not hesitate to contact the person listed for each program 
if you have questions about whether a particular program can serve the needs of your farm.

Farm Viability Enhancement Program (FVEP)
The Farm Viability Enhancement Program (FVEP) is a business planning and technical assistance program that provides 
management advice and grants of $25,000 to $75,000 to implement farm growth and sustainability strategies. Farm opera-
tors receive grant awards for signing a 5 or 10 year Agricultural Covenant, to keep their property in agricultural use, and 
receive valuable consultations and visits from a team of experts to discuss needs on the farm, such as farm production and 
management, marketing, and business planning. Typical uses of funds include building or repairing farm structures, mod-
ernizing field equipment. For more information, contact Craig Richov at 617-626-1725 or Craig.Richov@state.ma.us

APR Improvement Program (AIP)
The APR Improvement Program (AIP) provides funding, technical assistance, and business planning to farms with land 
that has already been protected through MDAR’s Agricultural Preservation Restriction (APR) Program. buildings - such 
as storage barns, livestock structures, farmstands or processing facilities. For more information, contact Melissa Adams at 
(413) 268-8269 Melissa.AdamsAIP@gmail.com

Matching Enterprise Grants Program (MEGA)
The Matching Enterprise Grants for Agriculture (MEGA) Program helps with business expansion on new and beginning 
farms. MEGA provides technical assistance and business planning help, and then provide funds for farm improvement 
strategies. For more information, contact Kate Hayes at 413-559-0949 or mega.coordinator@gmail.com 

Agricultural Environmental Enhancement Program 
The purpose of AEEP is to support agricultural operations that are looking to install conservation practices that have direct 
impacts on water quality, ensure efficient use of water, as well as address impacts on air quality. Contact Laura Maul at 
617-626-1739 Laura.Maul@state.ma.us. 

Agricultural Energy Grant Program
The Agricultural Energy Grant Program (Ag Energy) is a competitive grant program that funds agricultural energy proj-
ects in an effort to improve energy efficiency and to facilitate adoption of alternative clean energy technologies by Massa-
chusetts farms in order that farms can become more sustainable and the Commonwealth can maximize the environmental 
and economic benefits from these technologies. Contact Gerry Palano 617-626-1706 Gerry.Palano@state.ma.us

USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT ANNOUNCES RURAL ENERGY FOR AMERICA PROGRAM 
(REAP) NOTICE OF FUNDING AVAILABILITY FOR 2012
 USDA announced last Friday the Notification of Funding Availability for their annual REAP Program. Initiated as part 
of the Farm Bill in 2002, this program provides grants and loan guarantees for rural area agriculture and small business. 
Some highlights of this year’s program include:
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•  Program will support nationally approximately $12.5 million in budget authority for grants and $48.5 million for loan 
guarantees.

•  Grant offerings include funding for 25% of eligible costs for renewable energy systems and energy efficiency im-
provements; renewable energy feasibility studies; energy audits and renewable energy development assistance.

•  Loan Guarantees for eligible renewable energy systems and energy efficiency improvements, either alone or in com-
bination with a grant request.

•  USDA will allocate state funds from the overall budget – MDAR awaits state fund allocation information.           
•  USDA will also have a national pool of funds allocated for oversubscribed state pools - MDAR awaits National pool 

fund allocation information.           
•  Prioritizes  $20,000 and less grant and loan guarantee requests (total project costs of $80,000 or less).
•  Program overall has been cut to 60% of last year’s funds -  the program has been oversubscribed every year and with 

reduced funding, this year will be very competitive.
•  Grant applications and combined grant and guaranteed loan applications for renewable energy systems and energy 

efficiency improvement projects will be accepted up to March 30, 2012.
•  Guaranteed loan only applications for renewable energy system and energy efficiency improvement projects will be 

accepted on a continuous basis, but to compete for Fiscal Year 2012 funding, complete applications must be submitted 
to the Agency by June 29, 2012.

•  Applications for renewable energy feasibility studies will be accepted up to March 30, 2012.
•  Energy audit and renewable energy development assistance grants will be accepted up to February 21, 2012.

For more information please see the attached Notice from the Federal Register and contact your local USDA Office to 
determine eligibility and learn about program details.

The Massachusetts Farm Energy Program may be providing limited grant writing assistance this year to farmers for 
REAP applications, with support from MDAR. Please fill out an application for possible grant writing support at - http://
www.berkshirepioneerrcd.org/mfep/forms/grant_writing.php. If you have any questions, please contact Jess or Layla at 
(413)256-1607.

UPCOMING MEETINGS
Covers For All Reasons: How to Choose the Cover Crops Your Farm Needs
Time: Thursday February 16, 2012, 10 AM -- 3PM
Place: Visitors Center Theater, Time: Old Sturbridge Village,1 Stallion Hill Road Sturbridge, MA 01566
Cost: $20/person, includes lunch Sponsored by Rhode Island Cooperative Extension
See attached flyer for program details.

Winter 2012 Massachusetts Growing Greens for the Winter Market Workshop Series 
Time: Five half-day sessions, February 4 to March 10. 
Online registration is available.  See here for full event details: http://www.nofamass.org/programs/extensionevents/win-
tergrowing.php.  Sponsored by Northeast Organic Farming Association/ Massachusetts Chapter (NOFA/Mass).  For more 
information contact Ben Grosscup, Home: 413-549-1568; Cell: 413-658-5374 | ben.grosscup@nofamass.org

List of Winter Growing Workshops 

Brix Bounty Farm, Saturday, February 18, 1-4pm
Indian Line Farm, Saturday, February 25, 9am-12pm
Noonday Farm, Saturday, March 10, 2012, 9am-12pm
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Winter Growing Workshop
February 21, 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM
Unitarian Universalist Church of Concord, Fellowship Hall, 274 Pleasant Street, Concord, NH
Cost: $15.00 per person. 

From market research to winter production to storing crops for winter marketing, this workshop is perfect for vegetable 
growers that want to extend their season throughout the winter months. For a brochure with details of the day’s program, 
registration information and directions, see umassvegetable.org/events/winter-growing-workshop. You may also register 
on line at: https://www.events.unh.edu/RegistrationFor.pm?event_id=9722 . For more information, contact Amy Ouellette 
at 796-2151 or amy.ouellette@unh.edu.

Potatoes and Tomatoes: Best Practices for Late Blight, Soil Health, Insect and Weed Management
Thursday, March 1, 2012, 8:30am-3:00pm
UMass Hadley Farm, 111 N. Maple St. Hadley, MA 01035. 
Pesticide Credits: 4
Registration Fee (includes lunch): $ 55 for first registrant, an additional person from the same business can register for 
$50.  Full program and mail in registration form available at www.umassvegetable.org/node/631

Register by mail or on-site.  Online registration available at: https://www.regonline.com/potatoesandtomatoesbestpractic-
esforlateblightsoilh. For mail in registrations, please fill out the form attached to the newsletter email or website and mail 
to Bess Dicklow, 101 University Drive Suite A-7, Amherst MA 01002.

For more information please contact Dr. Rob Wick at 413-545-1045 or rwick@pltpath.umass.edu.

Diseases of Greenhouse Crops
March 9, 2012 9:30 AM - 12:30 PM
Publick House, Sturbridge, MA
 Dr. Rob Wick and Bess Dicklow, UMass Diagnostic Lab will present information on important diseases of greenhouse 
crops for the upcoming growing season. They will include examples of symptoms and management strategies for diseases 
including downy mildew, root diseases, botrytis, viruses, chrysanthemum white rust and more. This is an excellent oppor-
tunity to brush up on disease symptoms and management and earn 3 credits toward pesticide recertification.

Details and registration: http://extension.umass.edu/floriculture/

8th Annual Grain Growers Conference - “The Seeds that Farmers Need”
March 15, 2012 9:30 am to 5:00 pm 
The Essex Resort and Spa, Essex, Vt.
CONFERENCE FEE : NGGA Members: $40.00, Non Members: $45.00.  Fee Includes Lunch 

Please join us at the 8th annual grain growing conference! This daylong event will provide you with a diverse array of 
educational topics on seed security, equipment innovations, and grain processing. This year’s conference will include four 
concurrent sessions throughout the day. Join us after the last session (from 5:00 to 6:00pm) for a group discussion and 
networking session on farmer-participatory plant breeding, seed security, and saving. 

You can find more details as well as a full program and registration form at http://umassvegetable.org/events/8th-annual-
grain-growers-conference-“-seeds-farmers-need”

*To request a disability-related accommodation to participate in this program, please contact UVM Extension at 802-524-
6501 or 1-800-639-2130 by March 9th so we may assist you.



Second Massachusetts Farm to School Convention
March 15, 2012 
Old Sturbridge Village in Sturbridge, MA
Come hear how inspiring food service directors, educators, students, parents, and community members are building 
connections between schools and farms in Massachusetts - and learn what you can do to further those connections.  This 
year’s convention will feature Curt Ellis, Executive Director of FoodCorps, and Abbie Nelson, Vice President of the SNA 
in VT and Director of VTFEED, as well as six workshop tracks:

New Ideas for Locally Grown in School Cafeterias
Farm to School for Very Young Students
New Strategies for Expanding Farm to School Sales
Models for Successful Agriculture-Based Education
Community Connections
New Initiatives in Colleges and Other Institutions

For more information, check out our convention webpage: www.massfarmtoschool.org/convention.htm. If your organiza-
tion is interested in having an informational table at the convention, please contact Lauren Wetherbee at 413-253-3844 or 
lauren@massfarmtoschool.org.

2012 Winter Hops Conference 
Monday, March 19th, 2012 9:30 am – 4:00 pm 
Sheraton Hotel 870 Williston Road Burlington, VT 05403 
We are excited to announce UVM Extension’s third annual Winter Hops Conference. This year we are holding the event in 
Burlington at the Sheraton Hotel and Conference Center. Lunch will be provided. Registration fee: $45. Registration fee 
for Northeast Hop Alliance members: $40.  Cost of NeHA membership: $40/farm. 

Please RSVP by March 12th by going to www.uvm.edu/extension/hopsconference.  You can find more details as well as a 
full program and registration form at http://umassvegetable.org/events/uvm-2012-winter-hops-conference

*To request a disability-related accommodation to participate in this program, please contact UVM Extension at 802-524-
6501 or 1-800-639-2130 by March 9th so we may assist you.

Employee Training for Garden Retailers
March 29, 2012 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM
Publick House, Sturbridge, MA
Topics will include an update on exotic pests, dealing with the most commonly asked about weeds, planting fruit trees and 
culinary herb favorites. One pesticide recertification credit.

Details and Registration: http://extension.umass.edu/floriculture/

Massachusetts Ag Day
April 3
State House, Boston MA
Save the Date!  More details coming soon.
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