
Public Policy Report on River 
Management in New England
Policy Recommendations Emerge From 

Indepth “River-Smart” Study

• Impetus for original study was damage in New  

England by Hurricane Irene in 2011.

•  Report offers the most complete analysis to date of 

the dynamics of stream flooding that has repeatedly 

devastated New England towns.

•  Recommendations support community-based initia-

tives to understand and then accommodate rivers and 

streams, rather than to build massive and expensive 

structures in an attempt to control them.

Report:  Supporting New England Communities to  

 Become River-Smart, http://bit.ly/NEComm

Project: RiverSmart Communities, http://bit.ly/RSComm

Story: “Confronting New England’s Legacy of Devas- 

 tating Floods: River-Smart Recommendations,”  

 http://bit.ly/RvrSmrt

This work is supported by funding provided by multiple sources 

including USDA-NIFA through the Smith-Lever and Hatch Acts 

and the Institute for Water Resources of  the U.S. Army Corps  

of  Engineers.
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Phosphorous Symposium 
AIms to Improve Soil
Balancing Benefits and Minimizing 
Risks

• Over 140 regulatory officials, scientists, agricultural 
producers, turf and grounds management profession-
als, industry experts, and organic residuals distributors 
participated in this symposium in November.

• Attendees tackled issues including: How does the 
use of organic residuals impact agri-
cultural and turf soils, soil P and the 
movement of P from soil systems? 
What guidelines are needed? Is re-
search needed to address questions 
for which the answers are not clear?

Story: http://bit.ly/PhospSymp

This work is supported by USDA-NIFA 

through the Smith-Lever Act.

Did Drought Turn Your Green 
Lawn to Brown?
Turf Research Center is Developing  
Better Options

•  2016 was the year when Massachusetts understood: drought! 
(By September, the northeast region of the state was categorized 
in “drought emergency” status, with most of the rest of the state 
in drought “watch” or “warning.”)

•  The primary focus of UMass turf research at 
the Joseph Troll Turf Research Center is con-
servation and protection of water. Research-
ers are working to identify grasses that can 
be grown with less water, as well as those 
that can recover quickly from drought.

Story:    http://bit.ly/LawnDrought

Program: http://ag.umass.edu/turf

This work is supported by USDA-NIFA through 

the Hatch Act.
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SNAP-Ed Numbers 
Tell the Story 
UMass Extension Nutri-
tion Education Program 
Reached 67,000 People in 
Need Last Year

•  The “SNAP-Ed” program works 
with recipients of food assistance to 
help them maximize the usefulness 
and benefits of that assistance.

•  UMass Extension supports low-in-
come residents through its SNAP-Ed 

Program as well as its “EFNEP” Program, in 2016 di-
rectly educating 67,000 people in Massachusetts.

•  Program assessment reveals and documents sig-
nificant rates of actual behavior change in food 
choices, food safety practices and levels of physical 
activity.

Story:   http://bit.ly/TensOfThousands

Program: http://ag.umass.edu/nutrition

This work is supported by USDA-NIFA through the 

Smith-Lever Act.

College Kids Help Massachusetts 
Towns Go Green
New “UMass Clean Energy Corps” On the Job

• New undergraduate initiative to help communities develop and 
meet clean energy goals.

• The Corps is designed to help UMass undergraduate students 
obtain real-world experience and to help communities find assis-
tance to reduce energy use. 

• In its first summer, the Corps helped one town eliminate depen-
dence on an old steam system in its town hall, and worked with leaders in three 
other towns to submit Green Communities applications.  

Story:   http://bit.ly/EnergyCorps

Program: http://ag.umass.edu/clean-energy

This work is supported by the Massachusetts Department of  Energy Resources and by  

USDA-NIFA through the Smith-Lever Act.
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Committed to Improving 
Women’s Health
Impacts Both Local and Global

•  Professor Lindiwe Sibeko, nutrition, has roots in 
South Africa, Tanzania, England, Canada, and now 
Massachusetts.

•  Her work focuses on breast-feeding dispari-
ties in the African-American population in nearby 
Springfield, where the infant mortality rate for  
African-Americans is twice that for Caucasians.  

•  She examines social-cultural aspects 
of health behaviors for the reproductive  
period of women’s lives. 

Profile:  http://bit.ly/FacProfile

Story:  http://bit.ly/Lindiwe

Story:  http://bit.ly/ScholarFeature

This work is supported by USDA-NIFA through 

the Smith-Lever and Hatch Acts.

(Bird) Songs of Our Cities
Researching Urban Bird Habitat

• Can you imagine a world without our feathered friends? Paige War-
ren, professor of environmental conservation at UMass Amherst, is 
working to find ways to influence the habitat and resource availability 
for birds and other organisms in cities. 

• Tree canopy, birdsong and other joys are less available in inner cities. 
Research has shown that when green space increases, several positive 
effects may result: improved air quality, decreased asthma rates and 
lower crime statistics. Typically it 
is lower income city dwellers who 
have less access to greenspace and 
urban parks.

Story: http://bit.ly/citybirdsongs

This work has been supported by  

USDA-NIFA through the McIntire- 

Stennis Act and by the Massachusetts 

Society for Promoting Agriculture.
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Storm-Resilient and  
Critter-Friendly Culverts
Assessing the Vulnerability of Critical 
Transportation Infrastructure

• A well-designed road-stream crossing upgrade or re-
placement can both increase resiliency of roads to ex-
treme weather events and increase habitat connectivity 
for fish and wildlife

• A primary objective of this project is to create compara-
ble scoring systems that address the vulnerabilities of eco-

logical infrastructure (river 
and stream networks) and 
transportation infrastruc-
ture (road networks).

Story:  
http://bit.ly/streamcross

This work is supported by 

the Massachusetts Depart-

ment of  Transportation and 

USDA-NIFA through the 

Smith-Lever Act.

Gypsy Moth Outbreak in  
Massachusetts, 2016
Largest Outbreak Since 1981

•  “This is the largest outbreak we’ve seen since 1981. This is un-
precedented. It’s been 35 years. Defoliation has occurred over this 
summer, in many parts of Massachusetts and New England.”

•  Drought conditions in May of 2015 and in June of this year pre-
vented growth of the helpful fungus that attacks gypsy moths. 

•  Gypsy moths can be suppressed with 
pesticides if they are applied in early May. 

Story:  http://bit.ly/GypsyStory

Info: http://bit.ly/GypsyFacts

Research on gypsy moths has been conducted at 

UMass Amherst since the 1980s. It has been sup-

ported by USDA-NIFA through the Hatch Act.

For a list of all 

the stories in this 

document and 

links to the full 

stories, (or to 

download booklet 

as a PDF) go to 

http://ag.umass.

edu/ impacts
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Strawberry 
Jam, Physics, 
Horses and 
Movies… 
It Must Be Summer 
at 4-H…

•  UMass Extension 4-H 
hosted 59 middle- and high-
school students on campus to 
explore hands-on learning. 

•  The students spent the day exploring a field of science 
with faculty, staff or a professional in the field.  

•  Short workshops exposed these students to a wide  
array of scientific fields. 

•  They also got a taste of college life as they slept in 
dorms and ate in campus dining halls.

Story:  http://bit.ly/SummerSci

Program: http://ag.umass.edu/mass4h

This work is supported by USDA-NIFA through the  

Smith-Lever Act.

Ethnic Crops Firmly Rooted in  
Massachusetts
Meeting Immigrant Needs

• Duplicating cherished tastes and aromas from one’s home 
country is an understandable and powerful need for many who 
have immigrated from their countries of origin to Massachusetts.

• UMass Amherst has been working to help those in pursuit of 
their native vegetables since 2000. 

• The University has a very specific role that 
addresses food insecurity through increased 
supplies of ethnic vegetables: teaching farm-
ers how to grow and sell them.  

 

Story:   http://bit.ly/EthnicCrops

Website: http://worldcrops.org/

This work is supported by USDA-NIFA through the 

Smith-Lever Act.

For a list of all 

the stories in this 

document and 

links to the full 

stories, (or to 

download booklet 

as a PDF) go to 

http://ag.umass.

edu/ impacts
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Farmers Learn to Work 
with FSMA

On-Farm Produce Safety Methods 
Come to Town

• UMass Extension received a two-year grant to work 
with farmers working to met new federal food safe-
ty guidelnes.

• The grant will support working with agriculture 
organizations across Massachusetts to provide train-

ing, research-based on-the-farm workshops and other outreach 
to respond to and meet produce growers’ needs.

• Project goal is to be available as a resource and connect farm-
ers with the information that they need, and to identify un-
der-served populations who might need assistance. 

Story: http://bit.ly/AssistsFarmers

This work is supported by USDA-NIFA through its Food Safety Outreach 

Program.

Stories of Undergraduate 
Summer Scholars
Student Success in Extension and  
Research at UMass Amherst

•  During the summer of 2016, 33 undergradu-
ates had the opportunity to work both on and off 

campus in the labs, research farms, and in the communities of faculty 
scientists and extension outreach professionals through our new un-
dergraduate Summer Scholars Program.

•  The 27 projects included: “Discovering Microbial Ecology in Industrial 
Food Production;” “Leveraging Research into Rational Crop Design;” 
“Discovering Anti-Fungal Agents Through Plant Cell Culture Library.”

Story: http://bit.ly/ScholarsSummer

This work is supported by funding provided by USDA-NIFA through the Hatch 

Act, by the Massachusetts Statewide Grange, and by the Massachusetts Society 

for Promoting Agriculture.
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Office of the Director  
(incorporating main offices of  UMass Extension and the  
Massachusetts Agricultural Experiment Station)
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Amherst, MA 01003-9246

413-545-4800

www.ag.umass.edu

Research and Education Farms:

Cold Spring Orchard Research and  
Education Center, Belchertown

Joseph Troll Turf Research Facility, 
South Deerfield

Crops Research and Education Farm, 
South Deerfield 

Equine and Livestock Research and 
Education Center, Hadley

Cranberry Station, East Wareham

Diagnostic Laboratories, Amherst:

Environmental Analysis Laboratory

Plant Diagnostics Laboratory

Soils and Plant Nutrient Testing  
Laboratory

Water Resources Research Center,  
Amherst

Extension Off-Campus Offices:

Cape Cod Cooperative Extension,  
Barnstable

Central Extension Center, Worcester

Greater Boston Nutrition Education 
Office

Lawrence Nutrition Education Office

Pittsfield 4-H Office

Plymouth County Office, Plymouth

Raynham Nutrition Education Office

Springfield Nutrition Education Office

Walpole 4-H Office

Waltham Center


