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4-H Opportunities for Horse Leaders & Members

1. Resource Library at every 4-H office  
2. Leaders – County 4-H Councils and State 4-H Horse Committee
3. 4-H Foundation – grant funds and matching funds
4. Knowledge and Communications Contests (Shari Morris)
5. Educational Workshops
6. Newsletter
7. MA 4-H website
8. Horse Shows – County, Regional, State and New England
9. State Photography Contest
10. 4-H Records
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Resource Library at every 4-H office
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County 4-H Horse Councils & State Horse Advisory

The county 4-H  horse councils are made up of representatives of each of the 4-H horse clubs, and 
supports 4-H horse activities at the club, county, and state level in Massachusetts.

The State 4-H Horse Advisory Committee is made-up of representatives from each of the county 
or regional horse councils. They set-up contests for the 4-H horse program. Help to fundraise for 
national contests and serves as a governing body for horse programming in the state.
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• Grants for clubs

• Grants for camperships

• Grants for scholarships

• https://www.mass4hfoundation.org/for-families-clubs/grants-and-awards/

https://www.mass4hfoundation.org/for-families-clubs/grants-and-awards/
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County and State General Knowledge & Communications Contests

• Organized by the county or regional 4-H horse advisory

• Hippology, Horse Bowl, Horse Judging – usually in late fall or early 
spring

• Horse Communications – Public speaking or Presentations (Individual 
and Team divisions) – usually held in April

• Resources and Contest Rules - https://ag.umass.edu/mass4h/clubs-
programs/animal-science-program/horses

https://ag.umass.edu/mass4h/clubs-programs/animal-science-program/horses


EASTERN NATIONAL 4-H     
ROUND-UP TERN 

NA4-H ROUND-UP PUBLIC 
Annually held in November at the North 
American Livestock Exposition in Louisville, 
Kentucky.

• Horse Communications (Public Speaking 
& Presentations

• Hippology

• Horse Bowl

• Horse Judging

Sixteen youth have the opportunity to 
travel to compete. Must be age14 -18 years 
old. Teams are selected at the state 
contests held in the spring.
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Educational Workshops

• Club based workshops, county and state (Equine Seminar)

• Equine Affaire (November 14-17) ESE Fairgrounds, West Springfield, 
MA

• Zoom Workshops – Nutrition, Genetics, Knowledge Contests, and 
Showmanship Techniques

• Judges School – spring 2022
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MA State 4-H Newsletter

https://ag.umass.edu/mass4h/newsletters

https://ag.umass.edu/mass4h/newsletters
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MA State 4-H Website

https://ag.umass.edu/mass4h

https://ag.umass.edu/mass4h
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4-H Horse Shows

• Club and County 4-H Horse Show– Liability insurance is covered on 
every enrolled 4-H member. Supplemental insurance (Medical – taken 
out on non 4-H participants – American Income Life)

• New England 4-H Horse Show Rules & Guidelines on the MA 4-H 
website

• Show Report – Stewards/Managers Report
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State Photography Contest

• Ages 8-18 years old
• Various categories
• Usually held in late spring, early summer
• MA 4-H site posts information – B&W or color photos  accepted
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4-H Records & Verification Forms

• 4-H Records are due into the 4-H Office every October for medal 
consideration. Reviewing new specific project records. Focus groups 
will have input on design.

• Horse Verification Forms -
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Future

• More programs for Horse Management project youth and Cloverbuds
– model horse shows, poster, arts & crafts contests, etc.

• Ideas??



THANK YOU!

Carrie Chickering- Sears

ccsears@umass.edu

https://ag.umass.edu/mass4h/programs/animal-science-
program

https://ag.umass.edu/mass4h/programs/animal-science-program

