
Ag Water Requirements in Massachusetts

Program

All water

Preharvest

Threshold

Postharvest

Threshold

State

CQP

System map
Annual risk assessment

Surface - 3x/year
Ground - 2x/year
Municipal - certificate

Must use method/labs 
specified by MDAR

126 CFU/100 ml

Ground - 2x/year
Municipal - cert

0 CFU/100 ml

FSMA 

PSR

Annual agricultural water 
system inspection

No testing required

Annual Ag Water 
Assessment 

None

Surface -not allowed
Ground water 
      4 tests first year
      1 test/year after
Municipal – cert

0 CFU/100 ml

Business Size

Pre-harvest 
Agricultural 

Water
Enforcement 

Dates

Postharvest 
Agricultural 

Water
Enforcement 

Dates

All other
 >$500K 
annual 

produce sales

April 7, 2025
January 26, 

2023

Small 
$250K to 

$500K annual 
produce sales

April 6, 2026
January 26, 

2024

Very small 
<$250K 
annual 

produce sales

April 5, 2027
January 26, 

2025

Questions? Contact Lisa McKeag, lmckeag@umass.edu, 413-658-8631
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