
Welcome Meagan!
4-H welcomes Meagan Welch Coyne as our new 4-H equine program coordinator. 
Meagan comes to us with an 
extensive 4-H background; she 
was a 12-year 4-H member and 
graduated from the program 
to serve as a 4-H volunteer. 
Meagan received her bachelor’s 
degree in education and spent 
a year teaching. Currently, she 
manages her own boarding 
and training stable. Meagan 
states, “I am eager to put the 
skills and knowledge acquired 
through my years as a 4-H’er 
and horse industry professional 
to good use in my new role. I am 
available to assist 4-H members 
and leaders in any way I can, so please feel free to contact me with questions  
or suggestions.”

Working out of the Waltham office, she plans to have office hours most Thursdays 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. You may contact her at meaganwelch@umext.umass.edu or  
call her at 781-891-0650, ext. 11.

4-H Club Grant Opportunities from the MA 4-H 
Foundation
Be sure to check out the 4-H Foundation website for 4-H club grant and funding 
opportunities. All clubs requesting grant funds must have a club bank account.   
Go to http://mass4hfoundation.org/index.php/programs/grants.

Massachusetts 4-H  
STATEWIDE NEWSLETTER Spring 2016April Is National 

Volunteer Month

Thank You to Our 
2,158 Volunteers 
and Collaborators!
4-H volunteers serve as 

club leaders, short-term 

program facilitators, 

Advisory and Program 

Council members, judges, 

fundraisers, food-booth 

coordinators, chaperones, 

coaches and more! 

Through these volunteers 

we were able to reach 

more than 21,000 kids  

last year with positive 

youth development. 

Volunteers are the heart 

of the 4-H program, 

selflessly donating their 

time to support and 

mentor youth. Please 

take the time in April (and 

throughout the year) to 

thank a 4-H volunteer!

mailto:meaganwelch%40umext.umass.edu?subject=
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Calling All Photographers!
All 4-H members are encouraged to enter the State 
4-H Photography Competition. Photographs taken 
since last July may be entered and are due to the 
Waltham 4-H office by July 1. Go to http://mass4h 
.org/forms/contest-forms and click on Photography 
Contest for complete guidelines and instructions.

Thanks to All Who Contributed to the 
State Community Service Project!
Via our Survey Monkey Survey, 84 clubs reported their 
service results. For those groups that reported:

• 44% collected a total of 10,496 pounds of food, 
gathered and donated 1,757 pounds of farm-fresh 
produce, and donated $838 to pantries

• 25% collected and donated 1,144 pounds of animal 
food, 241 blankets, more than 200 toys and assorted 
animal care items, and $335 to animal shelters

• 18% donated clothing, personal care items, and 
$912.50 to shelters

• 4% donated backpacks, books, toys, and clothing 
to the Massachusetts Department of Children and 
Families’ Kids Fund

• 10% sent care packages to military members and/or 
thank-you cards to military children

• 69% indicated they participated in additional 
community service projects including the Relay for 
Life, Pet Walk, making hats and gloves for a shelter, 
making pillows for hospice patients, and more!

We are looking for ideas for next year’s statewide project, 
so contact your local educator if you have an idea! 

It’s Time to Think about Summer!
Don’t Forget to Register for 4-H Camp!
Register soon as the most popular weeks fill up quickly!

• Camp Farley in Mashpee: www.campfarley.com

• Camp Marshall and Horse Camp in Spencer:  
www.campmarshall.net

• Camp Leslie in Georgetown: www.campleslie.org

• Camp Middlesex in Ashby: www.campmiddlesex.org

• Camp Howe in Goshen: www.camphowe.com

Opportunity to Facilitate 4-H  
Impact Programs
4-H Impact programs are short-term (6–8 sessions) 
programs usually delivered in collaboration with 
libraries or community groups that serve the youth. 
Our most popular 4-H Impact program is the 4-H 
Babysitters’ Training course. We are looking for adults 
who would be willing to facilitate and/or teach some 
of these courses; stipends are available. This would 
be a great opportunity for college students to earn 
some money during the summer. If you are interested, 
contact your 4-H educator for details.

4-H Summer of Science Program 
Expanded
4-H has an entire summer of fun, experiential science 
opportunities in store for members. Watch the 4-H website 
over this spring and summer for registration details!

4-H Robotics:
 June 18th at UMass Amherst for youth ages 8–12 

is a one-day immersion program to introduce youth 
to robotics. Explore sensors, learn about logic 
programming, and experiment with friction and 
movement in the morning with the day culminating 
in a fun team challenge.

Explore UMass:
 June 26–28 on the Amherst campus. The main 

tracks will be food science, movie making, veterinary 
science, and exploring the human body with 
physics. This conference is open to 4-H’ers ages 
12–16, or in grades 7–11 for the 2016–2017 school 
year. Participants will stay in the dorms, eat in the 
dining commons, and get a taste of what life is like 
as a student living on the UMass campus.

The Barnstable 
County Creative 
Hearts 4-H Club  
made pillows  
to donate to 
hospice.

http://mass4h.org/forms/contest-forms
http://mass4h.org/forms/contest-forms
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4-H Summer of Science Program Expanded 
(continued)

Science, Engineering, and Technology Days:
 Summer and Fall—The 4-H car competition and 

solar car demonstrations will take place at several 
4-H fairs and 4-H events over the summer and early 
fall. Use your kit to build a car that you can bring 
to one of these events, and race it under battery 
or solar power. For those interested who did not 
already get a kit at the winter forum, kits are still 
available for $10; contact Kim Pond.

National Aviation Day:
 Friday, August 19—Join us for this exciting event in 

coordination with the National Aviation Academy at 
Hanscom base in Bedford.

For more 
information on 
these events, 
visit our SET 
page on the 
website, like 
our Facebook 
page, or 
contact  

Kim Pond, 4-H SET liaison, at kima@umext.umass.edu. 

Beef, Dairy, Dairy Goat, and Exploring 
Veterinary Science Academies 
Brochures will be located on the Massachusetts 
4-H website at: http://mass4h.org/programs/animal-
science-camps.

• May 21 & 22: Beef and Dairy Academy

• May 21: Goat Academy

• June 4 & 5: Exploring Veterinary Science

Massachusetts 4-H Wants You to Be 
a Maker!
Are you creative and inventive? Like to recycle 
materials? Maker classes are coming to some of the 
4-H fairs, so check out your fair premium book or 
speak to your local 4-H educator for details.

4-H Dog Camp: 
May 20–22 
Camp Farley in Mashpee

4-H Dog Show: 
June 18 
Barnstable County 
Cape Cod Fairgrounds, East Falmouth 

Join 4-H dog project members from across the state  
at the 2016 Dog Camp for a wide variety of workshops, 
along with the 2016 Eastern States Exposition dog 
themes for knowledge and photography. The Toy 
Group will be featured at camp and Eastern States, 
and both will feature the photo theme “Woofies.” 
Information about the Dog Camp and Dog Show  
will be posted to the 4-H website this spring. All 
questions should be referred to Nancy Searle at 
nsearle@umext.umass.edu or 413-253-7721. 

The 2016 Regional 4-H Horse Show— 
YOU ARE INVITED! 
July 7–10 
Three County Fairgrounds, Northampton

• NEW divisions and classes this year for Jumping 
and Alumni 

• Special events have been planned 

• Professional, reputable judges who will educate you 
during the judging process

As soon as the show entry program is completed, it 
will be posted on the 4-H website at https://mass4h 
.org/programs/horses. Questions? Contact Show 
Manager Kelli Wainscott at kellimarie43@yahoo.com  
or by phone at 413-695-8343. 

http://mass4h.org/programs/animal-science-camps
http://mass4h.org/programs/animal-science-camps
https://mass4h.org/programs/horses
https://mass4h.org/programs/horses
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4-H Family Sportsman’s Day Auburn 
Sportsman’s Club, May 22
Come to the great outdoors for a day of fun and 
learning about archery, firearm safety, wildlife, science 
and more. This program is open to 4-H members ages 
8–18; each participant must be accompanied by 
a parent or guardian. Space is limited and pre-
registration is required. Check out the 4-H website 
for program details and registration information in April.

Tufts University’s Cummings School 
of Veterinary Medicine’s Adventures 
in Veterinary Medicine
Do you know an aspiring veterinarian? Adventures 
in Veterinary Medicine (AVM) is a fun and engaging 
career exploration program for middle and high school 
students interested in pursuing a veterinary career.  
For more information about the program, including 
dates, eligibility, and tuition, visit the AVM website: 
https://vetsites.tufts.edu/avm. 

UMass Livestock Classic
Saturday, April 9, 2016 (8a.m.–2p.m.)—UMass Hadley 
Farm, 111 North Maple Street, Hadley, MA 

Each year students of the UMass Pre-Veterinary and 
Animal Science Club organize the Bay State Livestock 
Classic, a livestock show founded in 1938 in which 
students and faculty take part. “The Classic” occurs in 
April and is open to the public. Fun, food, and activities 
are provided for kids of all ages. Student participants 
spend a good portion of the spring semester training 
and fitting the animals that they have chosen to show 
during the Classic. The event culminates with the 
selection of the “Premier Showperson.” We hope to 
see you at the Classic!
 

2016 Massachusetts Health 
Regulations
The Massachusetts Division of Animal Health has 
issued the health regulations for the exhibition of 
animals during the 2016 show season. The regulations 
are located at http://www.mass.gov/eea/docs/agr/
animal-health/docs/fair-regs-2016.pdf.

Leasing Verification Forms Due
If you are planning on exhibiting a leased animal at any 
of our 4-H fairs and/or the New England 4-H Show in 
September at the Big E, you need to complete a 4-H 
verification form which is located online at  
https://mass4h.org/sites/mass4h.org/files/pdf_doc_
ppt/2010_livestock_verification.pdf.  

Verification forms must be turned into your local 4-H 
office. Deadlines are as follows: 

• May 1—Beef and Dairy cattle

• June 1—Sheep/Goats 

You need to have your leader sign off on the form prior 
to sending to your county 4-H educator. Remember to 
keep a copy of the form with your paperwork to take 
with you to the shows. 

Agriculture: Job Growth to Boom 
over next Five Years 

There is good news about job growth and stability in 
agricultural careers! The following is an excerpt from 
an article by Jeff Daniels that appeared on CNBC’s 
website. To read the article in its entirety, go to  
http://www.cnbc.com/2015/05/20/agriculture-fertile-
ground-for-job-seekers.html. 

Dire news about drought in the West and avian flu in 
the Midwest may lead Americans to believe farming is 
struggling. They’d be wrong. The industry is thriving—
and hiring college grads. 

A new report finds there’s high demand, at least for the 
foreseeable future, for college graduates with a degree 
in agricultural programs. An average of nearly 60,000 
high-skilled ag and related job openings are expected 
annually in the United States over the next five years, 
with only about 35,000 grads in food, ag, renewable 
resources, or the environment graduating each year to 
fill them, according to data from the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture and Purdue University. 

The study estimates that demand in agriculture and 
life science-related fields will be strongest for plant 
scientists, water-resource scientists and engineers, 
farm animal veterinarians, and precision ag and pest 
control specialists, among other positions.

http://www.mass.gov/eea/docs/agr/animal-health/docs/fair-regs-2016.pdf
http://www.mass.gov/eea/docs/agr/animal-health/docs/fair-regs-2016.pdf
https://mass4h.org/sites/mass4h.org/files/pdf_doc_ppt/2010_livestock_verification.pdf
https://mass4h.org/sites/mass4h.org/files/pdf_doc_ppt/2010_livestock_verification.pdf
http://www.cnbc.com/2015/05/20/agriculture-fertile-ground-for-job-seekers.html
http://www.cnbc.com/2015/05/20/agriculture-fertile-ground-for-job-seekers.html
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Big E 4-H Packets—for Dairy Cattle, 
Dog, Goat, and Sheep 
The entry packets for the Big E New England 4-H 
Show are online on the Big E website. They are 
located at http://www.thebige.com/competitions/
agriculture/4-h/packets/. The Participation Form  
also needs to be completed and is found at  
http://www.thebige.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/
05ag4hhealthcard-1.pdf.

Now is the time to start looking over the packets to 
prepare for the September Big E. All participants 
must be at least 12 years old as of 1/1/16. This year 
all exhibitors will have to set up their own online 
exhibitor account to enter online. The Big E will  
not accept any paper entries. Exhibitor Health  
Forms need to be sent to: Western MA 4-H Office, 
Attn: Carrie Chickering-Sears, 101 University Drive,  
Slobody Building Suite A-4., Amherst, MA 01002.

Questions about the beef, dairy, goat, or sheep 
programs should be directed to Carrie Chickering-
Sears at 413-549-3257 or ccsears@umext.umass.edu.
 

Dairy Goat Youth
If you plan on attending the Big E you must complete 
the Massachusetts 4-H Goat Verification Form by 
June 5, 2016 which is found at https://mass4h 
.org/sites/mass4h.org/files/pdf_doc_ppt/animal-
science/2015%20Goat%20Verification%20Form.pdf 
and the Big E Application by August 10.
 

Big E Dog Program
Questions on the New England 4-H Dog Program 
at the Big E should be directed to Nancy Searle at 
nsearle@umext.umass.edu or 413-253-7721.

Youth Working Steer Program at the 
Big E 
The show packet for the Youth Working Steer  
Program is located on the Big E site at http://www.
thebige.com/competitions/agriculture/4-h/packets/. 
Please contact Carrie Chickering-Sears  
ccsears@umext.umass.edu or 413-549-3257 for 
further details on the show. Youth must be age 12  
by January 1, 2016 in order to participate.

Agriculture: Job Growth to Boom over next Five 
Years (continued)

“There is a tendency to look at agriculture through a 
very narrow prism of production agriculture,” USDA 
Secretary Tom Vilsack told CNBC. “It’s not just 
production agriculture now, but this is an expanding, 
entrepreneurial, creative, opportunistic aspect of our 
economy that I think will continue.”

According to the report, between 2015 and 2020 an 
average 26,700 annual job openings, or nearly half of 
the total predicted, will be available in management 
and business within the food, ag, and related 
segments. Positions will range from ag loan officers, 
farm labor and marketing specialists to land use 
managers and sales and service representatives. 

“Jobs in ag offer fairly stable kinds of opportunities 
to maintain careers over time,” said Allan Goecker, 
assistant dean emeritus of Purdue’s College of 
Agriculture and lead author of the report.

“People are starting to discover this is a pretty good 

industry to be in. They realize that this sector isn’t 
our traditional what we joke ‘cows, plows and sows’ 
industry anymore. It’s incredibly diverse.”  
— Mike Gaul, career services director, Iowa State’s  

College of Agriculture and Life Sciences.

Big E Information

Visual Presentation  
Big E Quality Ribbons
Youth who received a Big E  
Quality Ribbon at County VP Day are eligible to 
participate in the New England Center at the Big E,  
but must first attend one of three orientation 
sessions offered around the state to learn about 
what is required, and submit all the required 
paperwork by July 15. For more information, go to 
http://mass4h.org/programs/public-speaking-and-
visual-presentations and click on “Big E Winner— 
What to Expect.”

There is no performing arts contest this year. If 
you wish to perform on stage at the Big E (musical 
instrument, sing, dance, etc.) you must contact 
Sherrie Guyott to arrange for an audition by  
April 29. The audition could be in the form of a video 
or other electronic format.

http://www.thebige.com/competitions/agriculture/4-h/packets/
http://www.thebige.com/competitions/agriculture/4-h/packets/
http://www.thebige.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/05ag4hhealthcard-1.pdf
http://www.thebige.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/05ag4hhealthcard-1.pdf
https://mass4h.org/sites/mass4h.org/files/pdf_doc_ppt/animal-science/2015%20Goat%20Verification%20Form.pdf
https://mass4h.org/sites/mass4h.org/files/pdf_doc_ppt/animal-science/2015%20Goat%20Verification%20Form.pdf
https://mass4h.org/sites/mass4h.org/files/pdf_doc_ppt/animal-science/2015%20Goat%20Verification%20Form.pdf
http://www.thebige.com/competitions/agriculture/4-h/packets/.
http://www.thebige.com/competitions/agriculture/4-h/packets/.
http://mass4h.org/programs/public-speaking-and-visual-presentations
http://mass4h.org/programs/public-speaking-and-visual-presentations
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Big E Dairy Program
Please note: the Big E 4-H Dairy Cattle show 
requires the youth to attend the State 4-H Dairy 
Show to be selected since the Big E limits the 
number of delegates the state can send. The 
Massachusetts 4-H Dairy Show is August 5–7, 2016 
at the Franklin County Fairgrounds in Greenfield. 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 
AWARD-WINNING 4-H MEMBERS!

National 4-H Congress
Seven members have been selected to represent 
Massachusetts 4-H at the National 4-H Conference 
in Washington, D.C., April 9–14. This in one of the 
highest honors that 4-H bestows on its members. 
Delegates will learn and share information on current 
trends relevant to 4-H and youth, building effective 
partnerships, creating innovative programs, expanding 
the use of technology, working with diverse groups, and 
impacting community needs. Molly Vollmer, Plymouth 
County 4-H educator, will be chaperoning the group 
along with Karla Barrows, 4-H volunteer from Worcester 
County, to help our delegation with their day on Capitol 
Hill. This year we are working to have representation 
at the Legislative Breakfast and excited to participate 
in a totally new event at conference—a youth rally. 
Congratulations and best wishes for a fabulous 
conference to our 2016 delegates!

Barnstable County: Miriam May 

Essex County: Emily Fabre, Cole Kraus 

Middlesex County: Grace McAfee 

Plymouth County: Maia Hay, Lily Raposa 

Worcester County: Elina Barrows 

UMass Extension is an equal opportunity provider and employer, United States Department 
of Agriculture cooperating. Contact your local extension office for information on disability 
accommodations. Contact the State Extension Director’s Office if you have concerns  
related to discrimination at 413-545-4800 or see www.extension.umass.edu/civilrights.

www.mass4h.org

 

We Are Raising Money for You! 
In 2015, the Massachusetts 4-H Foundation provided 
more than $300,000 in direct support to Massachusetts 
4-H. These funds helped to send delegates to National 
4-H Congress and Horse Roundup; provided support to 
leaders and clubs in the form of curriculum, new club kits, 
matching grants, publicity grants, and club grants; and 
supported major programs such as Visual Presentation 
Day. The Foundation also partially funds the salaries of the 
four Regional 4-H educators.

The Foundation has two major fundraisers this summer and 
fall. Won’t you help us make them a success?

Shirley Kane Memorial 4-H Golf 
Tournament, Holden Hills Country 
Club, Holden on Tuesday, July 12.  
We are looking for sponsors, players, 
and raffle items. For more details, 
visit www.mass4hfoundation.org. 

All proceeds from this event will benefit 4-H programs and 
activities throughout the state. 

Massachusetts 4-H Foundation Online Auction will be held 
in November. Right now we are collecting auction items.

• Would you donate a gift certificate to your favorite 
restaurant, tickets to a Boston sporting event or 
concert, or a vacation home?

•  Do you have a home or garden service you could offer?

•  Would you help us secure auction items from your 
favorite vendors (hair and nail salons, spas, grocery or 
restaurant chains)?

Thanks in advance for your support.  
Items can be sent to Massachusetts  
4-H Foundation, 1671 Worcester Rd., 
Suite 403, Framingham, 01701 or 
contact Laurie Flanagan, executive 
director at 508-881-1244,  

lflanagan@mass4hfoundation.org.

mailto:lflanagan%40mass4hfoundation.org?subject=

