
Massachusetts 4-H Thanks the Massachusetts  
4-H Foundation and National 4-H Council
The Massachusetts 4-H Foundation provides over $200,000 annually in direct 
funding for 4-H programs including new club kits, matching grants, and support 
for events such as Horse Round Up and Visual Presentations. In addition, the 
foundation supports 80 percent of the expenses involved for delegates to attend 
National 4-H Conference and Congress. The foundation funds gifts to UMass each 
year to provide partial support for the salaries of the four regional educators.

National 4-H Council provided $84,268 in direct funding to Massachusetts 4-H in 
2015, which included funding for the 4-H Mentoring Program in Berkshire County 
and proceeds from the Tractor Supply campaign, which went directly to the 4-H 
Advisory Council in those specific counties where there are Tractor Supply stores.

Performing on the New England Center Stage at the Big E 
We will continue to select Big E Quality Visual Presentations at county level Visual 
Presentation days to feature on the New England Center stage at the Big E. If 
you receive a Big E Quality Ribbon, you will get a fact sheet explaining what that 
means. We are also looking for performances to feature on the Big E stage. If you 
have a performance (singing, dancing, playing a musical instrument, or a dramatic 
performance) and would like to perform on the New England Center stage at the 
Big E, contact Sherrie Guyott at sguyott@umext.umass.edu. This may be a club or 
individual performance, but all performers must be enrolled 4-H members.

4-H Calendar 
If you have events and activities of interest to other groups (please do not post your 
club meeting dates) post them to our 4-H online calendar. Go to the 4-H website 
homepage (http://www.mass4h.org) and click on the red “Submit Event” button.
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 Exciting News! 

New Online and App 
4-H Recordkeeping 
Launches in February

A new online recordkeeping 

option will be available this 

winter for all 4-H members. 

The new system will allow 

the member to enter 4-H 

experiences on their smart 

phone, computer, or tablet, 

as they happen, and later, 

with a simple click, transfer 

these experiences onto 

the record form. Details 

will be emailed to leaders 

and families as they are 

available this winter.

This new system will be 

optional; members may opt 

to continue to work on the 

current forms.
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Massachusetts 4-H Community 
Service Project Survey
4-H clubs across the commonwealth take part in a 
statewide 4-H community service project each year. 

Each club can create its 
own activity or choose from 
a list of ideas that include 
collecting food, collecting 
items for animal shelters, toys 
and clothing for the DCF Kids 
Fund, donations for military 
families, or other projects. 
Many clubs have completed 

their service projects. Some of their accomplishments 
can be found on the Massachusetts 4-H Facebook 
page https://www.facebook.com/Mass4H/.  

Once your club’s project is complete, the main club 
leader (or designee) is asked to submit details to 
the Massachusetts 4-H Community Service project 
SurveyMonkey online form. Your responses will help us 
capture the great community service and outreach that 
all 4-H clubs and groups have been taking part in. Be 
sure to complete your survey by January 22. Go to 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/20154HComService 
to take part in the survey. If you can’t do the online 
survey please call or email your local educator 
with a summary of your results. We don’t want to 
miss any club! Note that clubs are able to submit 
information to the survey more than one time,  
however, each time you enter, you will be starting a 
new survey. You will not be able to edit a previously 
submitted survey.

Send photos of club members participating in your 
community service activity. Be sure to identify in your 
email the club, location, and activity taking place. In 
addition, any individuals in photos must have a photo 
release on file with your club/county. Send any photos 
and any questions about the survey to Dr. Linda Horn 
at lrhorn@umext.umass.edu.  

Thank you to all who “pledge your hands to larger 
service” and work to serve others in need!

2016 National 4-H Beekeeping 
Essay Contest 
The theme of this year’s contest is “Bees and 
Pollination – How Important Is It?” To enter, write an 
essay of 750-1000 words, double-spaced, 12 pt. font. 
Submit the essay by Feb. 15 to Sherrie Guyott.  
The contest is open to all 4-H members; first prize 
is $750. For more information, contact Sherrie at 
sguyott@umext.umass.edu.

Planning to Run a 4-H Food Booth? 
Any 4-H banquet, food booth, 
or grill that is run by 4-H 
for fundraising or any other 
purpose, must have at least 
one person at the concession 
who is ServSafe certified. To find a list of courses 
go to http://www.servsafe.com/home and click on 
“Students.”

Partial scholarships (usually half the cost) are available 
from the 4-H Foundation through 4-H director Sherrie 
Guyott. Go to http://mass4h.org/volunteers/volunteer-
resources for the application; click on “Application 
for Funds to Support Workshops” and follow the 
instructions.

National Youth Science Day 
“Motion Commotion”

Thanks to all 
the clubs and 
groups who 
participated 
in “Motion 
Commotion.” 
4-H has the 
resources to 
conduct “Motion 
Commotion” 
and all the 
other NYSD 

experiments. To learn more about 4-H NYSD, visit 
www.4-h.org/nysd and check with your local educator 
about borrowing a kit.
 

http://mass4h.org/volunteers/volunteer-resources
http://mass4h.org/volunteers/volunteer-resources
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CHECK OUT OUR EXCITING 4-H 
PROGRAMS COMING IN 2016!
Watch www.mass4h.org for  
Up-to-Date Program Information. 

Science Saturdays will be held on several higher 
education campuses including UMass Amherst,  
Tufts, UMass Medical, and WPI this spring and 
summer. Watch the online calendar and check the 
NEW Massachusetts 4-H Facebook page for  
upcoming events. 

4-H Regional Winter Workshops are scheduled for 
January 23 in Hadley, January 30 in Tewksbury, and 
February 6 in Kingston. Many exciting workshops are 
planned this year for members, leaders, and parents. 
Don’t miss it! Details and registration information will 
be on the 4-H website homepage in January.

The Annual State Horse Advisory Committee 
meeting is January 30 at the 4-H Foundation office  
in Framingham.

The Annual State Rabbit Workshop takes place 
January 30 at the Blackstone Valley Regional 
Vocational Technical School in Upton.

The Massachusetts 4-H Blue Ribbon Calf Sale takes 
place at the Big E Fairgrounds in West Springfield on 
March 19; clinics begin at 10 a.m. and the sale begins 
at noon. Registered dairy calves from all the breeds will 
be offered for sale. Go to www.blueribboncalfsale.com 
for more information and details are also on Facebook 
under the Massachusetts Blue Ribbon Calf Sale.

4-H State Visual Presentation Day will be April 2 in 
Bedford. Members must qualify at their local Visual 
Presentation Day contest in order to be invited to the 
state competition.

The State Horse Bowl and Hippology contests will 
be held April 9 at St. Williams School in Tewksbury. 
The State Horse Judging contest will be a different 
weekend – TBA.

4-H Leadership Conference will take place April 
21 and 22 at the Warren Center in Ashland for 4-H 
Ambassadors. Ambassadors will receive detailed 
information about this conference.

Save these dates for the 2016 Animal Science 
Academies: 

• May 21 & 22 – Massachusetts 4-H Dairy and  
Beef Academy

• June 4 & 5 – UMass Exploring Veterinary  
Science Academy

• Goat Academy – TBD

Explore UMass this Summer – June 26–29:  
Youth (having completed sixth grade in June 2016), 
don’t miss this exciting 4-H opportunity on the UMass 
Amherst campus to sleep in the dorms, eat in the 
dining halls, and get a taste of what college life is like! 
Participate in workshops taught by UMass faculty and 
professionals in the field and create FUN memories 
with other 4-H’ers. Watch for details in the spring 
newsletter and on the 4-H website.
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2016 BIG E 4-H BEEF SHOW 
Remember to enroll your beef steer prior to 
February 1 if you plan on showing at the 2016 Big 
E 4-H Beef Show. The 4-H Beef forms will be online 
in January at http://www.thebige.com/competitions/
agriculture/4-h/packets. You need to enter online 

prior to February 1 in 
order to receive your 
steer’s ear tags. The 
heifer online entry form 
is due by May 1.  
NEW this year – the 
addition of a spring heifer 

class. Heifer must be weaned prior to the show. 
Watch for details. For further information contact 
Carrie at ccsears@umext.umass.edu or by phone at 
413-549-3257.
  

Massachusetts 4-H Beef Get Together 
The Annual Beef Pot Luck Gathering will be January 3, 
2016, at 1 p.m. at Paul Dunn’s house, 124 Singletary 
Avenue, Sutton. Please bring a dish to share and your 
ideas for Beef Camp and the Big E. Let’s get the word 
out to new youth in the beef project area! Please RSVP 
to Paul Dunn at paul.dunnwrightllc@gmail.com.

Important Dates for Animal Project  
Members – Verification Forms Due 
Horse project verification forms are due in your local 
4-H office by April 1 or 90 days prior to the first horse 
show. Deadline for the Big E Horse Show is April 1.

Beef and Dairy project verification forms are due in 
your local office by May 1.

Goat, Sheep, and Alpaca project verification forms 
are due in your local office by June 1.

Got Questions About Crops, Dairy, 
Livestock, or Equine? 
Check out the UMass Crops, Dairy, Livestock  
and Equine site for fact sheets, workshop 
announcements, and other important information  
at www.extension.umass.edu/cdle.

  

High School Seniors, Have You 
Started to Think About Scholarships? 
Now that your college applications are set to go, the 
next step is to start applying for scholarships. Did 
you know that Dunkin Donuts offers scholarships, 
as does Big Y Supermarkets (this applies if 
they have stores in your area). Five of the most 
popular sites for scholarships are Fastweb.com, 
CollegeBoard, Scholarships.com, CollegeNet, and 
ScholarshipMonkey. Search for scholarships if your 
parents are involved in professional organizations such 
as The Elks or Knights of Columbus, or if they belong 
to professional unions.  

If you exhibit animals, there are various breed-specific 
scholarships. You can check out the Hoards Dairyman 
and National Dairy Shrine for dairy scholarships, 
the American Kennel Club, and Beef and Horse 
Associations for their respective scholarships. The 
Big E Fair offers various Trustee Scholarships to youth 
who have participated or exhibited at the fair. Some 
of your local fairs also offer scholarships to past 
exhibitors. The Massachusetts 4-H website is another 
good resource at http://mass4h.org/forms/scholarship-
application.
 

Thinking about a Career Involving 
Animals? 
Most of us love animals and as a young person you 
may spend at least some of your time considering a 
career in animal science. Some of us choose career 
paths that take us away from animals but maintain 
our connection through animal companions; others 
want a career that will keep animals as a focal point of 
their lives. The following are just some of the careers 
available where you can work with or around animals:

• Farming and Ranching 

• Animal Breeding, Handling, and Training

• Wildlife Management and Zoos

• Animal Welfare Organizations

• Veterinary Medicine and Animal Health Science

• Biomedical Research

• Others – Extension, Agricultural Business and Sales

(continued on next page)

http://www.thebige.com/competitions/agriculture/4-h/packets
http://www.thebige.com/competitions/agriculture/4-h/packets
http://mass4h.org/forms/scholarship-application
http://mass4h.org/forms/scholarship-application
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Updated Guide to USDA Programs 
Opens Door to Millions of Dollars of 
Available Funding 
Building Sustainable Farms, Ranches, and 
Communities: A Guide to Federal Programs 
for Sustainable Agriculture, Forestry, 
Entrepreneurship, Conservation, Food Systems, 
and Community Development 

The 86-page guide 
covers 63 government 
programs and has been 
updated to include 
programs included in 
the 2014 Farm Bill. 
Each listing provides 
a description of the 
program’s available 
resources, information 
on how to apply, 
and in some cases, 
examples of how the 
funding has been used. 
Additionally, the guide 
includes basic information on how to design sound 
projects, find appropriate programs, and write grant 
applications.

To download a free PDF of the guide and to learn how 
to order hard copies, visit www.sare.org/building-
sustainable-farms.
 

Avian Influenza (HPA1):  
The Need for Good Biosecurity 
Anyone who owns or works with poultry, whether on a 
commercial farm, in the wild, or on a hobby/backyard 

farm, should take proper steps to keep 
High Pathogenic Avian Influenza 
(HPAI) from spreading in their flock. 
The best way to protect your birds 
is to follow a good biosecurity plan. 
The Massachusetts Department of 
Agricultural Resources has produced 
a new brochure to help you take 

the proper steps. It is located on the 
Massachusetts 4-H poultry page at http://mass4h.
org/sites/mass4h.org/files/pdf_doc_ppt/animal-
science/%28MA%29%20Biosecurity%20for%20
Your%20Backyard%20Flock.pdf. 
 

Thinking about a a Career Involving Animals? 
(continued)

Veterinary medicine is the career 
that is most often considered 

by young people who want to 
work with animals. To become 

a veterinarian, you need to be an 
outstanding student, particularly 

during your college career. You 
need to begin preparing for veterinary 

school while you are in high school, taking as many 
science and math courses as you can and doing 
well in these subjects. In college, you need at least a 
3.5 (or better) grade point average. You need to gain 
experience in the field by volunteering or working in a 
veterinary practice.

There are only 27 veterinary colleges in the United 
States, and many only accept students who are 
residents in their state. We have Tufts Veterinary 
College in Massachusetts. The entrance rate into vet 
school is about 1 out of 2.5 applicants. Thus, it always 
pays to be the very best student that you can be. 

One area that college admissions offices are looking at 
today is the applicant’s involvement in extracurricular 
activities. As a 4-H member, you have the advantage in 
this area! You should remember to highlight your 4-H 
career on your application and if you still have a year 
or two before college, you should become involved 
in a variety of activities, i.e. clinics, judging, public 
speaking, the Ambassador program, and definitely 
apply to either National 4-H Conference or Congress. 
A well-rounded student is what colleges are looking for 
in their incoming freshman class.  

If you are interested in learning more about the  
UMass Veterinary & Animal Sciences Department, you 
can check out their website at www.umass.edu/vasci/  
or, if you are interested in visiting the campus,  
please contact Carrie Chickering-Sears at  
ccsears@umext.umass.edu or by phone at  
413-549-3257.

www.sare.org/building-sustainable-farms
www.sare.org/building-sustainable-farms
http://mass4h.org/sites/mass4h.org/files/pdf_doc_ppt/animal-science/%28MA%29%20Biosecurity%20for%20Your%20Backyard%20Flock.pdf
http://mass4h.org/sites/mass4h.org/files/pdf_doc_ppt/animal-science/%28MA%29%20Biosecurity%20for%20Your%20Backyard%20Flock.pdf
http://mass4h.org/sites/mass4h.org/files/pdf_doc_ppt/animal-science/%28MA%29%20Biosecurity%20for%20Your%20Backyard%20Flock.pdf
http://mass4h.org/sites/mass4h.org/files/pdf_doc_ppt/animal-science/%28MA%29%20Biosecurity%20for%20Your%20Backyard%20Flock.pdf
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Keep Informed on Agricultural and 
Animal Issues in the Commonwealth 
For the latest information on legislative issues in 
Massachusetts, visit the Massachusetts Farm  
Bureau site under the “Advocacy and Issues” tab  
at http://mfbf.net/Home/tabid/70/Default.aspx.

One such bill is HB 713 An Act to Promote the Care 
and Well-being of Livestock. Representative Stephen 
Kulik is the sponsor. 

• This bill would create a Livestock Care and 
Standards Board consisting of farmers, humane 
groups, veterinarians, and state agencies. It would 
operate under Open Public Meeting rules.

• The Massachusetts Dept. of Agricultural Resources, 
with 2/3 concurrence of the board, may promulgate 
guidance and/or regulations governing the keeping 
and care of livestock.

• As Massachusetts farmers increasingly deal directly 
with consumers, they want to be able to point to a 
local system by which humane issues are addressed 
in an open public forum.

• Washington-based special interest groups are 
active in Massachusetts trying to push their national 
agenda through legislation and PR. The Livestock 
Care and Standards Board would help ensure 
decisions impacting local agriculture are also  
made locally!

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 
STELLAR 4-H’ERS!
National 4-H Congress Delegates 
Return from Atlanta

Congratulations to our Massachusetts delegation! 
These youth were selected based on their 
application packets focusing on their leadership and 
accomplishments in 4-H. At Congress, they participated 
in workshops, community service, recreational activities, 
and group sessions with 1,000 other delegates from 
across the country.

Worcester County – Katie Barrett 

Worcester County – Tristan Dunn 

Essex County – Emily Fabre

Essex County – Cole Kraus

Middlesex County – Grace McAfee 

Middlesex County – Victoria Richardson

Plymouth County – Kaylee Urquiza-Anagnos

Middlesex County/Hanscom AFB – Joe Wirthlin

State 4-H Horse Show
Walk/Trot Champion – Morgan Austin

Walk/Trot Reserve Champion – Jazmine Bona

Pony Champion – Molly Blake

Pony Reserve Champion – Emily Maselli

Western Champion – Julia Harriman

Western Reserve Champion – Megan Rice

English A Champion – Dizarre Lopez

English A Reserve Champion – Grace Farnham

(continued on next page)
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State 4-H Horse Show (continued)

English B Champion – Hannah Pomerantz 

English B Reserve Champion – Katherine Stewart

Small Equine Junior Champion – Olivia Lee

Small Equine Junior Reserve Champion –  
Brooke Wells

Small Equine Senior Champion – Jessica Morris

Small Equine Senior Reserve Champion –  
Janelle Gibson

Gymkhana Walk/Trot Champion – Kaitlyn Decker

Gymkhana Walk/Trot Reserve Champion – Kayli Smith

Gymkhana Pony Champion – Emily Maselli

Gymkhana Pony Reserve Champion – Molly Blake

Gymkhana Junior/Senior Champion –  
Andrea Jernigan

Gymkhana Junior/Senior Reserve Champion –  
Hannah Pomerantz

Gymkhana Small Equine Jr Champion – Olivia Lee

Gymkhana Small Equine Jr Reserve Champion – 
Charlotte Hughes

Gymkhana Small Equine Sr Champion –  
Janelle Gibson

Gymkhana Small Equine Sr Reserve Champion – 
Madison Chmyzinski

Model Horse Junior Champion – Susan Barrows

Model Horse Junior Reserve Champion –  
Caroline Hall

Poster Champion – Paige Cummins

Photography Champion (tie) – Jake Gibson,  
Madelyn Germain

Horse Lover Award – Paige Cummins

Massachusetts Horse Magazine  
Jr Horsemanship Award – Paige Cummins

County Stall Decorating Contest – Worcester County

Massachusetts Quarter Horse Assoc. High Point 
Registered Quarter Horse Champion –  
Julia Harriman showing Spookin at the Moon
 

Peter Stone Model Horse Award 
Congratulations to Hannah White from Franklin 
County on winning the Massachusetts 4-H Peter Stone 
Model Horse Award for her horse Mister Sun Smoke.

Big E Dog Show Results
Quiz Bowl:
3rd place, Massachusetts 2 team – McKinley Magni, 
Alexa Langrotteria, Ashley Hoyt, Annalise Lacorazza

4th place, Massachusetts 1 team – Kaylee Anagnos, 
Emily Leckie, Bethany Keene, Jennifer Cash

Showmanship:
Division 1 Novice – Olivia Giuffrida

Open – Jennifer Cash 

Intermediate – Keylee Anagnos

Steward – Emily Leckie 

Obedience:
Sub Novice A – Gia Giuffrida

Sub Novice B – Olivia Giuffrida

Novice B – Kaylee Anagnos

Pre-Graduate Novice – Jennifer Cash

General Knowledge Test:
Division 2, second place – Kaylee Anagnos

Educational Display Award:
Emily Leckie

Grand Champion Showmanship:
Kaylee Anagnos

Obedience Off Leash Champion:
Kaylee Anagnos

Reserve Champion Steward:
Holly Ainsworth

Off Leash Grand Champion:
Kaylee Anagnos
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UMass Extension is an equal opportunity provider and employer, United States Department 
of Agriculture cooperating. Contact your local Extension office for information on disability 
accommodations. Contact the State Extension Director’s Office if you have concerns  
related to discrimination, 413-545-4800 or see www.umassextension.org/civilrights.

www.mass4h.org

Here’s the Ridge Roamers 4-H Club posing with their “4-H Grows Here” sign.

Yard signs for 4-H Clubs 

Have you received your 
“4-H Grows Here” yard 
sign? A sign was printed 
for every club in the state. 
Please place it where it 
will get the most visibility 
and help us promote 4-H 
statewide. Check with 
your 4-H Educator, if  
you haven’t received  
your sign.

Happy New Year from the Massachusetts 4-H Foundation!


