
 

 
 

Healthy Fruit, Vol. 26, No. 21, September 4, 2018 - Apple Maturity Report 
Jon Clements, Author (unless otherwise noted) and Editor 

Contents 
The way I see it 
Horticulture/Apple Maturity Report 
Guest article 
Thank you sponsors... 

The way I see it 
Jon Clements 
 
My comments on apple maturity, FWIW. I don’t see we are that far away from “average” one way or another. The heat is accelerating Gala and 
Honeycrisp maturity, not so much for McIntosh which are still happily(?) “green.” Unfortunately the heat is hindering color development and flavor in 
Honeycrisp (and McIntosh), but at least in some cases, they need to be picked soon. ReTain application of course can change that picture. Drop 
has not been excessive, but it is there. Buckeye Gala are gorgeous, no wonder it has supplanted Delicious as the number one apple grown in the 
USA. If I were going to plant an orchard? Gala, Honeycrisp, and (Morning Mist) Fuji. (No Macoun.) Good luck out there, we will see how the cooler 
weather predicted for the immediate future does? But the September forecast remains above average for temperature. And sun? I note parts of my 
lawn are burning up. Again, since the first burn in early July. Rots are prevalent where fruit damage (bird pecks, sunburn, heat damage) and 
fungicide coverage has not been up to par. Bitter rot in particular rather noxious. Finally, you should already know this, but high nitrogen/low 
calcium/excessive shoot growth (over-pruning) exacerbates bitter pit in Honeycrisp. But anyways, not that there is much you can do about it at this 
time, this is an interesting article: https://www.growingproduce.com/fruits/apples-pears/how-to-predict-bitter-pit/ But there is no silver bullet, bitter pit 
management (i.e., reduction) is a season-long affair. (Kind of like fire blight?) Oh, and I think the peach season is pretty much over, picked 
Glowingstar this morning, which are very nice! 
 

https://www.growingproduce.com/fruits/apples-pears/how-to-predict-bitter-pit/


 
 
 



 

 
Glowingstar peach on 5-September, 2018 at UMass Orchard 

Horticulture (apple maturity report) 
Jon Clements 
 
 

Date Variety Drop Diameter Color Firmness Brix Starch 
Index 

DA Meter Comments Picture 



9/4/18 Lindamac 
McIntosh 

nil 3.2 55 16.6 11.1 3.5 NA Green, needs 
some cooler 
weather, look 
at again in a 
week 

 

9/4/18 Buckeye 
Gala 

none 3 90 18.8 13.6 3.5 to 6.5 0.30 Gorgeous, 
ready to pick 

 

9/4/18 Honeycrisp nil 3.2 65 14.6 11.8 6.5 0.58 Close, had 
some ReTain 
but not sure if it 
is working? 
Many still with 
no red color, 
pict is best 
color 

 

9/3/18 Honeycrisp nil 3.4 70 16.9 14.1 5 (4 to 6) 0.66 1st pick on 
small trees 
based on color, 
including some 
‘Firestorm’ 
Honeycrisp 

NA 

8/30/18 Royal Red 
Honeycrisp 

nil 3.2 55 16.8 13.2 6.5 (6-7) 0.59 Close to being 
ready to pick 

 



 Guest article 
Congressman McGovern tours student farm 
Visit comes as part of a larger and annual 'farm tour' 

Ed. note: I thought I would share with you this article written by one of our summer interns Lyndsey Ware for the the UMass Daily Collegian. A really 
nice job reporting on Senator McGovern’s farm tour in western Massachusetts on August 21, 2018. 

https://dailycollegian.com/2018/09/congressman-mcgovern-tours-student-farm/ 

 
(Lyndsey A. Ware/ Daily Collegian) 

Congressman Jim McGovern (D-MA) stopped by the University of Massachusetts student farm last month as part of his widespread annual farm 
tour to better explore the state’s agricultural industry. 

Sipping coffee, student farmers mingled with USDA officials and local agriculture experts at the University’s Agricultural Learning Center as they 
waited for Congressman Jim McGovern to arrive. 

McGovern was greeted by Chancellor Kumble Subbaswamy who sported a pinstripe suit while the student farmers presented gifts to McGovern in 
their work boots, overalls and head scarves. 

https://dailycollegian.com/2018/09/congressman-mcgovern-tours-student-farm/


A box of fresh produce, a tie-dyed T-shirt and a colorful bouquet of flowers were handed to the casually dressed Congressman. Bouquet in hand, he 
insisted that everyone introduce themselves. 

“I wouldn’t last two seconds on a farm,” McGovern said. 

A longtime advocate for farmers and food equality, McGovern listened to the students in admiration. Without hesitation, he discussed the need for 
local food production, sustainable practices and potential future policy. 

“What I worry about is making sure people who decide to enter farming can make a decent living. The value of local agriculture is clear… better 
food, less pesticides. It’s good for our economy,” McGovern said. “But we need to make sure that we’re supporting our local farmers.  If these farms 
are not financially viable, then we see incredible parts of land like this all of sudden be turned over to development and it’s gone.” 

Amanda Brown, director of the student farm and the Agricultural Learning Center at UMass, spoke fondly of the Congressman’s visit. 
 
“It was an amazing opportunity for our students to hear someone on a national level advocating for them. For me personally, it was humbling and a 
morale booster,” Brown said. 
 
And the support McGovern displayed may have come at just the right time. In its twelfth season, the farm had recently gone through a hurdle as a 
truck broke down and a cooler froze a few hundred pounds of tomatoes, according to Brown. 
 
“Things happen that force you to adapt. Those life-building skills are essential to farming,” Brown said. 
 
Farming is not known for being easy, but for being hard work. McGovern expressed an understanding of this as he followed the student farmers 
through the mud and sheep on the farm. 
 
“A lot of the resources here help us be better stewards of the environment in general and that’s all incredibly important. But we need to do a better 
job throughout the state of making sure the structure is in place to support these farms,” McGovern explained. “Right now, to be a farmer in 
Massachusetts, you have to be able to farm… you have to be a business person, an innovator constantly open to new ideas, a bookkeeper, a public 
relations expert… You have to be everything.” 
 
UMass Extension Fruit Program researcher Elizabeth Garofalo attended the tour and said that she was glad to see support coming from McGovern. 
 
“Congressman McGovern’s visit instills in growers and students a necessary confidence in our government’s ability to do its job – advocate for us. I 
hope visits like his encourage students to go into policy. We desperately need people in government that understand the challenges and hardships 
our growers face, from labor shortages to produce prices to regulatory concerns,” Garofalo said. 

When McGovern asked what was in store after graduation, one student said they were sure they “didn’t want to be a farmer anymore.” 

But for those students who want to make working the land a life-long pursuit, challenges like access to capital, a constantly changing landscape and 
college debt to income ratio begin to mount. 

However, the student farm plans to continue looking toward the future by incorporating innovative agricultural practices. 



 

“The research that goes on here, the innovative approaches to farming that help keep our land in use and productive, it’s really wonderful. It’s a 
great program,” McGovern said. 

Most of the attendees seemed to agree that farming is something you must love in order to do. 

“It’s a lifestyle,” Brown said. 

And even McGovern felt that same sentiment after his discussion with the farmers and tour of the student farm. 

“At the end of the day, all their labors produce something. I think that’s a wonderful feeling and that’s why all the farmers stick with it,” McGovern 
said. 

Brown explained that this increased awareness of supporting local farms could provide opportunity to the next generation of famers by getting 
people involved in the cause. 

“People want to be a part of the food revolution,” Brown said. 

McGovern received his hand-grown, handmade gifts with a smile that reinforced the fruits of the farm crew’s early morning labor. 

“I’m just really glad he liked his tie-dye,” Brown said after rehashing the semi-chaotic process of making sure the shirts were dried before the tour. 
 
Everyone left seemingly refreshed and carrying bumper stickers that reflected their shared attitude with the words “Yes Farms, Yes Food.” 
 

Lyndsey A. Ware can be reached at lware@umass.edu. 

Useful links 
UMass Fruit Advisor: http://umassfruit.com 
 
Scaffolds Fruit Journal: http://www.nysaes.cornell.edu/ent/scafolds/ 
 
Network for Environment and Weather Applications (NEWA): http://newa.cornell.edu 
 
Follow me on Twitter (http://twitter.com/jmcextman) and Facebook (http://www.facebook.com/jmcextman) 
 
Acimovic Lab at Hudson Valley 
 
Peter Jentsch's Blog 
 
The next Healthy Fruit -- mostly an apple maturity report -- will be published on or about September 4, 2018. In the meantime, feel free to contact 
any of the UMass Fruit Team if you have any fruit-related production questions. 

http://umassfruit.com/
http://umassfruit.com/
http://www.nysaes.cornell.edu/ent/scafolds/
http://www.nysaes.cornell.edu/ent/scafolds/
http://newa.cornell.edu/
http://newa.cornell.edu/
http://twitter.com/jmcextman
http://www.facebook.com/jmcextman
http://blogs.cornell.edu/acimoviclab/
http://blogs.cornell.edu/jentsch/
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Nourse Farms 
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