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Bailey Albert

• MA FSA Outreach Coordinator
• MA Beginning Farmer Champion

• Email: Bailey.Albert@usda.gov
• Phone: 413-253-4517

mailto:Bailey.Albert@usda.gov


Jack Loomis

• NRCS Outreach Coordinator
• MA Beginning Farmer Coordinator
• Email: Jack.Loomis@usda.gov
• Phone: 413-230-2494

mailto:Jack.loomis@usda.gov


USDA Service Center Locator

https://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app




USDA Farm Service Agency
Farm Service Agency is equitably serving 

all farmers, ranchers, and agricultural 
partners through the delivery of effective, 

efficient agricultural programs for all 
Americans.



What is FSA?
• Responsible for the administration of programs and 

policies as outlined by Congress in the Farm Bill.

• Facilitates the eligibility determination process for 
participation with FSA & NRCS.

• Farm Programs
• Permanently established programs.
• Ad hoc programs.

• Farm Loans
• Lender of First Opportunity.
• Farm Ownership & Farm Operating Loans.



Basics on Getting 
Started with FSA

• FSA is often the first stop!

• Establishing a Farm Number
• Required for participation in most USDA 

programs.
• Free.

• Eligibility Paperwork
• Required for participation in most USDA 

programs.

• Acreage Reports
• Required annually for certain USDA program 

provisions.



*IMPORTANT NOTE*
Participate consistently between Farm Programs & 
Farm Loans, and between FSA & NRCS.

It is recommended that your register with FSA in the 
same way that you file taxes for your agricultural 
operation.



FSA Farm Loans
• FSA is a Lender of First Opportunity

• Designed to serve producers who are 
unable to receive loans through conventional, 
commercial sources.

• Farm Ownership Loans
• May be used to purchase or enlarge a farm or 

ranch, purchase easements or rights of way 
needed in the farm’s operation, erect or improve 
buildings, implement soil and water 
conservation measures, and pay closing costs.

• Farm Operating Loans
• May be used to purchase livestock, poultry, farm 

equipment, feed, seed, fuel, fertilizer, chemicals, 
insurance, and other operating expenses. May 
also be used for training costs, closing costs, and 
to reorganize and refinance debt.



FSA Farm Programs
• Disaster Assistance

• Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP)

• Income Safety Net/ Commodity Price 
Support
• Dairy Margin Coverage (DMC)

• Conservation
• Conservation Reserve Program (CRP)

• Ad Hoc Programming
• In response to unforeseen emergencies, like a Global 

pandemic, severe natural disasters, etc.
• Emergency Relief Program 2 (ERP2) & Pandemic 

Assistance Revenue Program (PARP)



What is the Natural 
Resources 
Conservation Service?

• We are a non-
regulatory federal 
agency within the 
United 
States Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) 
Farm Production 
and Conservation 
(FPAC) mission area.

• Our mission is to 
help people help 
the land.

• Our workforce 
consists of skilled 
natural resource 
professionals.



NRCS Conservation Assistance

The Natural Resources Conservation Service offers:

Financial AssistanceTechnical Assistance



Conservation 
Technical 
Assistance (CTA)

CTA provides free, personalized advice and information, 
based on the latest science and research, to help 
producers make informed decisions on their operations. 
This program is offered at no cost to the producer who 
can choose whether or not to implement the advice.



Financial 
Assistance (FA) 

FA programs allows producers 
to apply for cost-sharing 
assistance to help plan and 
implement conservation 
practices that address natural 
resource concerns. Under this 
competitive process, 
applications are ranked against 
each other and funded by order 
of conservation impact.



RESOURCE CONCERNS

What is a resource concern?

An expected degradation of a resource below an established threshold or criteria 
such that the sustainability or intended use is impaired.

Natural resources are defined by NRCS to include soil, water, air, 
plants, animals, human, and energy considerations.



Conservation Plans: An example of a service.

• Identify producers’ objectives and analyze the natural resources 
concerns on the land

• Include tools and resources customized specifically for each customer, 
such as:

• Land use map
• Soils information
• Photos
• Inventory of resources
• Economic costs and benefits
• Schedule of recommended practices
• Maintenance schedules
• Engineering notes

• Plans are a voluntary collaboration between the NRCS conservation 
planner and the customer



• The Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) is 
NRCS’ flagship conservation program that helps farmers, 
ranchers, and forest landowners integrate conservation into 
working lands.



• The Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) helps you build 
on your existing conservation efforts while strengthening your 
operation.



• Agricultural Management Assistance (AMA) helps 
agricultural producers manage financial risk through 
diversification, marketing, or natural resource conservation 
practices.



*This information is from the Get Started Guide, which is shared in Additional Resources.



For More 
information on 
Financial Assistance 
Programs, click 
here: LINK

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/conservation-basics/conservation-by-state/massachusetts#assistance


Timelines for Assistance

• The NRCS assistance workload is 
based on a first come, first serve 
basis – contact your service center 
to indicate your interest.

• If you are interested in Financial 
Assistance but don't yet have farm 
records, now is a great time to 
engage with FSA

• Always feel free to reach out with 
questions along the way.

• Local Service Centers | NRCS 
Massachusetts (usda.gov)

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/ma/contact/local/
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/ma/contact/local/


Beginning Farmer 
Resources

New Farmer Information:
• Beginning Farmers and 

Ranchers | Farmers.gov
• Get Started Guide

Stay Connected with USDA:
• Signup for Free Email and 

Text Message Alerts:
Subscribe to USDA Emails 
for Farmers | Farmers.gov

https://www.farmers.gov/your-business/beginning-farmers
https://www.farmers.gov/your-business/beginning-farmers
https://www.farmers.gov/sites/default/files/2022-07/farmersgov-historically-underserved-factsheet-07-20-2022.pdf
https://www.farmers.gov/working-with-us/stay-connected
https://www.farmers.gov/working-with-us/stay-connected


CCC-860
• Optional, self-

certification form.

• Benefits for some FSA 
programming.

• Only needs to be filed 
once for Socially 
Disadvantaged, 
Beginning or Veteran 
producers.

• Limited Resource 
producers will need to 
certify and submit 
annually.



Beginning 
Farmer 
Contacts in 
Massachusetts

• Natural Resources Conservation Service:
• Jack Loomis, Outreach Coordinator
• jack.loomis@usda.gov
• 413-230-2494

• Farm Service Agency:
• Bailey Albert, Outreach Coordinator
• bailey.albert@usda.gov
• 413-253-4517

• Rural Development:
• Lyndon Nichols, Area Director
• lyndon.nichols@usda.gov
• 774-345-7031

• Risk Management Agency:
• William Ferris, Risk Management Specialist
• william.ferris@usda.gov
• 919-875-4904

mailto:jack.loomis@usda.gov
mailto:bailey.albert@usda.gov
mailto:lyndon.nichols@usda.gov
mailto:william.ferris@usda.gov


Thank You!
Questions?
• Bailey Albert, FSA
• Jack Loomis, NRCS

• USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.
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