
As clubs start to think about their community service projects, animal shelters and rescues are always in need 

of supplies. Most animal shelters rely mainly on donations from the community. Here is a list of items that are 

needed by most animal shelters or rescue groups. 

1. Toys 

All animals love toys, so donate any old or new pet toys to keep those homeless dogs and cats entertained and 

happy. Make sure to donate clean toys or toys that can be disinfected and washed frequently. 

Don’t give inappropriate toys, unsafe or toxic toys, or those that break down immediately. The best to donate 

are durable brands, like KONG or Nylabone. Stay away from stuffed toys and squeak toys, since strong chewers 

can swallow the squeaky part. 

2. Pet Food and Treats 

The biggest chunk of any shelter’s budget is spent on food, especially if there are many animals in the shelter. 

Donate pet food or treats to make a difference — just make sure that all the food has not expired or gone bad 

and hasn’t been recalled. 

You don’t have to donate pet food specifically; you can also donate things like peanut butter, canned tuna, hot 

dogs, fresh vegetables, etc. Even meat-based baby food is a good choice since shelters often mix it with dry 

dog food. 

3. Cleaning Supplies 

Cleaning up after pets is not easy and requires a lot of cleaning supplies. You can donate bleach, dishwashing 

liquid, disinfecting wipes, laundry detergent, window cleaners, paper towels, garbage bags, mops, sponges, 

brooms, rubber and latex gloves, etc. Even plastic shopping bags can come in handy for cleaning up dog mess, 

as well as for storage purposes. 

4. Towels and Blankets 

Towels are a good thing to donate because they can be used both for cleaning and bedding. They are also 

often used to line the bottoms of the cages. Blankets are needed for bedding and to keep the animals warm 

when necessary. 

These items don’t have to be in perfect condition, so any old blankets or towels will do just fine, as long as they 

are usable. 

5. Newspapers 

Another common item used to line the bottoms of the cages is newspapers. This might seem like a small 

contribution, but it is quite helpful since newspapers get soiled quickly so they are always necessary. Instead of 

throwing newspapers away or recycling them, donate them to your local rescue shelter. Not all shelters will 

need or ask for this donation, so inquire first. 

6. Grooming Supplies 

Animals in shelters must be groomed often to stay healthy and beautiful. Also, most of the animals that come 

here for the first time are dirty and have long, thick fur that needs to be cut and washed. There are many 

grooming products you can donate, such as shampoos, combs, brushes, nail clippers, haircutting scissors, etc. 

7. Collars and Leashes 



Shelter dogs need to be walked often to keep them in shape physically. Donate collars, leashes and harnesses 

to make this possible. Whether they are used or new, they will certainly come in handy. 

8. Furniture 

If you have any old dog beds, pads or mats lying around in your home, donate them to a rescue shelter instead 

of throwing them out. Cooling and heating pads and mats are also always welcomed. 

9. Crates and Carriers 

Crates and carriers can be expensive, so donate your old ones that are in good condition or buy a new one to 

donate. This can help tremendously since every shelter needs multiple crates and carriers to transport animals. 

10. Food and Water Bowls 

Shelters always need new food bowls to put out food for all the hungry animals they feed. Same goes for water 

bowls. 

11. Flea and Tick Treatment 

Animals that end up in rescue shelters often have fleas or ticks and require treatment. This has to be done as 

soon as they are admitted to prevent further infections, which means that shelters always need flea and tick 

treatment products. 

12. Toilet Supplies 

Dogs that end up in shelters are often not house trained, and some shelters don’t have enough staff to take 

dogs for walks as often as necessary. That can lead to many accidents, and things like pee pads or indoor 

toilets can help keep them to a minimum. 

Shelters also need litter boxes and litter bags. While these are mostly used by cats, dogs can also be trained to 

use them. 

13. Nursing Bottles 

If you had a puppy or a kitten that is all grown up now, you can donate nursing bottles to a rescue shelter. 

Rescue shelters often give home to puppies and kittens, and they always need nursing bottles. 

14. Office Products 

Shelters don’t just need pet supplies; they also need office products to keep everything on the admin side 

running smoothly. Things like pens, printer paper, staples, sticky notes and other office supplies are almost 

always needed. 

 


