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The National Turfgrass Evaluation Program sponsors variety trials throughout the continental U. 
S. and Canada using uniform testing procedures. The objective is to evaluate and identify 
cultivars (varieties) that perform best under the different and diverse environmental conditions 
(climatic, soil, and cultural) associated with the many NTEP locations cooperating as part of the 
program. NTEP publishes annual reports that summarize the results collected at the 25 or more 
NTEP sites such as the University of Massachusetts. The NTEP data is made available on line 
at www.ntep.org and is used by turfgrass specialist and practitioners to help recommend and select 
varieties that grow best at their specific location. NTEP evaluates turfgrasses adapted to both 
cool-season (northern latitudes) and warm-season (southern latitudes) areas.  
 
The 2010 NTEP Perennial Ryegrass Test was seeded from October 12 to 18, 2010. There are 
88 varieties represented in the test including 3 replications for each entry (cultivar) for a grand 
total of 264 plots. Turfgrass quality (TQ) ratings (1 to 9 scale, 9=best) is taken throughout the 
growing season along with wear tolerance, color and density ratings. Data is presented in Table 
1. All data is ordered according to TQ from highest to lowest. Wear tolerance ratings increased 
with TQ and density while TQ ratings increased with density. Mach I and Rinova are the only 
commercially available entries that provided acceptable TQ while none of the entries that were 
acceptable in wear tolerance are commercially available.  
 
Acceptable TQ (≥6.0) 
CST, IS-PR 492, IS-PR 463, IS-PR 491, PPG-PR 121, PPG-PR 138, PPG-PR-140, PPG-PR 
164, PSRX-3701, RAD-PR55R, Rinovo, Sienna, and SRX-4RHD.  
 
Acceptable wear tolerance (≥6.0) 
APR 2036, BAR Lp 10970, DLF LG-3022, GO-637, IS-PR 463, IS-PR 479, IS-PR 491, IS-PR 
492, Mach I, PPG-PR 121, PST-2AG4, and 2NJK.  
 
Cultural Practices: 
 
• Mowing height: 0.5 inches with reel mower, 3 mowings per week. 
 
• Fertility: 3.5 lbs N/1,000 ft2/year. 
 
• Irrigation: to prevent drought stress. 
 
• Fungicides: preventative. Ν
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http://www.ntep.org/
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