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Background on Food Waste

On average, each person 
wastes more than 

20 pounds of food per 
month

Waste 360 Lets talk Turkey… And Food Waste Beyond the Thanksgiving Table (Retrieved May 13, 2020) 
https://www.waste360.com/marketing-and-public-relations/let-s-talk-turkey-and-food-waste-beyond-thanksgiving-table/gallery?slide=1 

Enough to fill 
the Empire State 
Building 1,000 

times.

In the US we waste 

30%-40%
of our food system. 

80 
billion 

pounds 
each year



Where Does 
Food Loss & 
Food Waste 

Happen?

3
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations-Sustainability Pathways http://www.fao.org/nr/sustainability/food-loss-and-waste/en/ 
Gunders, Dana. (2012). Wasted: How America Is Losing Up to 40 Percent of Its Food from Farm to Fork to Landfill. Retrieved from Washington, D.C.

http://www.fao.org/nr/sustainability/food-loss-and-waste/en/


Why Food Waste Matters

The FAO estimates that if FW globally were a country it 
would be the 3rd largest emitter of greenhouse gas 

after China and the US.

Environmental 
Impact

Wasting 30-40% of the food we grow in the US is equal 
to throwing away $161-$218 billion per year.

Economic 
Impact

10.5% or 13.7 million U.S. households were food 
insecure, yet we throw out food that is very nutritious.Social Impact 

Source: FAO



Focus on School Food Waste

5
New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection- Food Waste https://www.nj.gov/dep/dshw/food-waste/ USDA –Reducing Food Waste at K-12 Schools https://www.usda.gov/foodlossandwaste/schools 

https://www.nj.gov/dep/dshw/food-waste/
https://www.usda.gov/foodlossandwaste/schools


School Solutions in Action:
Training Food Service Staff



Paterson Public Schools

• Through a partnership with the Paterson 
Public Schools we implemented an 
intervention to reduce cafeteria food 
waste



Intervention 
Design 

Food Waste Audit

Training School Food 
Service Personnel

Smarter Lunchroom 
Movement, 
OvS, 
Share Tables

Technical Assistance

Repeat of Food Waste Audit



Food Waste-Pre Intervention

530 pounds of waste

570 pounds of waste

902 pounds of waste

471 pounds of waste



2,473 pounds
Wasted in our 30 visits in schools



Food Waste: Post-Intervention

380 pounds of waste

490 pounds of waste

804 pounds of waste

449 pounds of waste

28% of Fruit 
Saved 

(150 lbs)

14% of Vegetables 
Saved 

(80 lbs)

10% of Milk 
Saved 

(98 lbs)

5% of Grain & Protein 
Saved (22 lbs)



350 pounds
of food saved after our training



17% Reduction in 
Food Waste



What does this 
mean?

• ~12 pounds of waste SAVED per school 

per day

• ~2,160 pounds of waste SAVED a  year 

per school.

• ~90,720 pounds of food waste SAVED for 

the whole district for the year. 



$76,452 
cost savings for the school district per year



Then…



COVID



NJDEP to the Rescue

• NJ DEP Recycling Enhancement Act FY 2021

• Proposal: Create a curriculum that teaches 
kids about food waste & climate change

• (Did you know that NJ is the first state in the 
country to mandate climate change education 
for K-12?)



Now what?





NJ School 
Climate 
Change 
Corps

10 Service Members

10 school districts

Service Members will:
• Conduct food waste audits
• Train food service staff
• Teach 5th graders about food waste 

& climate change



What questions do you have?


