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Entomology  For  Kids!  

What  is  entomology?  

Entomology  is  the  scientific  study  of  

insects!  It  is  a  branch  of  zoology,  which  is  

the  scientific  study  of  animals.  

What  exactly  

is  an  insect?  

Insects  have  an  

exoskeleton,  a  

three-part  body  

(head,  thorax  

and  abdomen),  three  pairs  of  jointed  legs,  

compound  eyes  (an  eye  consisting  of  many  

small  visual  units)  and  one  pair  of  antennae.  

Insects  are  the  most  diverse  group  of  animals  on  the  planet!  

They  include  more  than  a  million  described  species,  making  up  

more  than  half  of  all  known  living  

organisms.  The  total  number  of  living  

species  is  believed  to  be  between  six  

and  ten  million.  Scientists  estimate  that  over  90%  of  the  animal  

life  forms  on  Earth  are  insects!  Insects  do  not  include  spiders  

spiders  are  classified  as  arachnids,  along  

with  ticks,  mites,  and  scorpions.  

Why  are  insects  important?  

Insects  do  many  jobs  that  are  important  for  keeping  the  

environment  healthy.  They  are  pollinators,  and  without  them  

many  plants  wouldn’t  grow,  including  some  foods  we  eat,  like  

ranges,  and  squash.  Insects  are  also  decomposers,  turning  rotting  

organic  matter,  like  fallen  leaves,  into  nutrients  for  the  soil  which  

helps  plants  grow  big!  They’re  part  of  the  food  chain;  many  animals,  

large  and  small,  eat  insects  for  nutrients.  In  some  cultures,  people  

also  eat  insects!  It’s  safe  to  say  that  our  planet  needs  insects,  

whether  they  fly,  crawl,  squirm,  or  burrow.  







Death  Feigning  Beetle  



Madagascar  Hissing  Cockroach  
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